
SERVICE WITH A SMILE: VBS 5th and 6th grade volunteers 

helped assemble and pack Lutheran World Relief 

personal care kits, which kicked off  our kits project for 

the year! Pictured above are Global Ministries Team 

members who set up and assisted. From Le� : Carol 

Bjelland, Diane Doerfl er, Diane’s granddaughter Ava, 

Mary Wennes and Eloise Cohen. (Not pictured, Louise 

Evenson.)

The 2019 Churchwide Assembly kicked off  Aug. 5 in Milwaukee. ELCA members and guests 

traveled from all over the United States and abroad to gather under the theme “We are church.” 

Pastor Steve and Carol Bjelland, who leads our Global Ministries Team, represented Ascension.

The Churchwide Assembly re-elected Rev. Elizabeth Eaton (L) as our Presiding Bishop. We will 

welcome Bishop Eaton to Ascension on December 8th. We look forward to hos" ng her that 

weekend, and learning more about how we can be church together.

“Always Being Made New” (2 Corinthians 5:17) was the theme of 

our ELCA campaign for the past fi ve years (concluding June 30). 

Pastor Steve reports that “with a goal of $200 million, we raised 

$250 million with contribu" ons and planned gi� s! Thanks be to 

God! (See Always Being Made New Campaign Priori� es below)

“Ascension had commi% ed to Presiding Bishops Mark Hanson and Elizabeth Eaton that 

for these fi ve years, our Gi� s of Hope global projects, along with our gi� s to ELCA World 

Hunger, God’s Global Barnyard, would be given to this campaign. Over the last fi ve years, 

Ascension has given over $225,000 to this campaign!

Thank you for your generosity in helping to make these campaign priori" es come to life. We have 

seen that personally with our partnerships in Burure, Zimbabwe (the malaria campaign, the school, 

clinic, and wai" ng mothers’ shelter), in Zambia (“Bricks of Hope”), in Senegal (evangelism training), 

and in South Sudan (Reconcilia" on Lutheran Church and medical clinic)!”

While in Milwaukee, Pastor Steve was able to visit the congrega� on where he served as seminary intern (L)
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