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“Called to create opportunities for all people  

to become devoted followers of Christ” 

1. Preaching 
 Preached July 20-21 on the Mary and Martha story in Luke 10. 
 Preached and brought Holy Communion for the Vespers Service at University Village, on 

July 21, with 60 people present. 
 Led funerals for: Audrey Graham on July 23; Lois Ajer on July 25; Kelsey Burns on 

August 17; and planning a service for Shirley Kelly on September 7. Roberta Burg’s 
funeral will be in Arizona.  And Richard Shaw’s funeral will be in Fillmore on Sept. 14. 

 A special shout out to our guest preachers this summer during Pastor Tim’s sabbatical. 
They have been doing an outstanding service to our congregation and the hundreds of 
people who are viewing our services via the Facebook livestreaming. 

 
2. Pastoral Care 

 Visiting Los Robles Hospital on Fridays and one day earlier in each week (as needed) 
 On-going visits with Holy Communion with our homebound members.  Meeting some 

Friday mornings with Norm Guetschoff, coordinating visits to our shut-ins.  
 Pastor Ron Cox is coordinating our Eucharistic Ministry visits for those not able to come 

to worship. 
 Brenda Heinrich leads the GriefShare group every Friday afternoon. I fill in when needed. 
 

3. Prayer Ministries 
 Work with Linda Morrow in sending out the prayers to the Email Prayer Team, almost 100 

people.  Let Linda know if you’d like to receive these emails which come 2-3x/week. 
 Blessing of the Animals will be on Oct. 6 at 6:00 p.m. in the upper barking lot. 
 Reminder for the newsletter prayers, that we only publish what church members have 

given us, what we have permission to print, for these public prayers. 
 Each week we try to put a few inspirations/teachings on prayer on our Ascension 

Facebook page. 
 
4. Adult Education 

 Rev. Dr. Lisa Dahill from Cal Lutheran led classes on the “Mystics and Monastics” on July 
28 and August 4. Sara Wallace led classes on “Life Groups” on August 11. Pastor Paul 
Evenson will lead the class on August 18 on Howard Thurman. Pastor Chamie will lead 
the classes on August 25 on St. Aidan.   

 Pastor Julie and I led the New Member class on August 11. 
 Pastor Julie and I have been working with Pastor Ron Cox and our evangelism team as 

they prepare to lead the Alpha course (an intro to the Christian faith). 
 We greatly appreciate Kari Gravrock and Steve Smuck leading the Financial Peace 

University classes these summer Sunday evenings! 
 
5. Stephen Ministry 

 In July Linda Kelly did a temple talk on the new Stephen Ministry classes that we are 
starting with the Chinese Christian Church on Thursdays, beginning Sept. 5.  At this time 
we have three people signed up from Ascension. 

 

 



6. Ascension Foundation 
 Thanks to Mark Howe for hosting and leading the Foundation meeting in August. I was 

not able to attend this meeting since I was at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in 
Milwaukee. (Pastor Tim would like the three pastors to rotate attending these meetings.) 

 
7. Senior Adult Ministries 

 Lunch Bunch continues to averages about 40 people each Wednesday noon. I 
encourage Council to come to Lunch Bunch!  We start promptly at noon and you could be 
finished by 12:30. An excellent, healthy, lunch, for only $5! No tax or tipping necessary at 
this “restaurant!” 

 We are leading Christian Life Hours each month at Sunrise Simi Valley, T.O. Royale, 
Senior Concerns, University Village Oak View, and Vallecito (though this last one is off 
for the summer). 

 Our SAM Trip: August 14 to the Cathedral in Los Angeles where John August Swanson 
told us about his art pieces that are on display there. We stayed for the noon organ recital 
by Edith’s organ teacher, Dr. Timothy Howard. Dave Canepa will drive our bus. We had a 
very fun day with the 32 people. 

 
8. Women’s Ministries 

 The Monday morning women’s Bible study will start again on Sept. 23. Thanks to Cherie 
Dunk and the team for leading that popular ministry. 

 The Women of the ELCA fall event is at Cal Lutheran October 12-13 and we’ve been 
promoting that on social media and in our newsletter. 

 Thanks to Joyce Nenne for leading this team. 
 

9. Community Concerns Committee 
 On August 13 I met with Jessica Placas-Hengst and Carly Pfeiffer to plan this coming 

year’s Project Response, which will take a different format.  We thank Tom Saldin for his 
many years of excellent leadership with this ministry.   

 Janet Baird is planning a blood drive on Sept. 8. Please spread the word so that we can 
get many people to come and donate. 

 Just discovered that we’ve been doing the “Caring Ones” ministry since 2010! 
 Karen Guetschoff announced her retirement from Harbor House but will continue to 

support it.  Thank you, Karen, for your care for the most vulnerable in our community. 
 

10. Global Ministries Team 
 Thanks to Eloise Cohen for leading our Global Ministries Team meeting on August 14, to 

Carol Bjelland for writing the excellent council report (in this packet) of our many 
ministries, to Mary Wennes for attending the ELCA World Hunger Leaders’ Gathering in 
Minneapolis in July, to Carol for attending the ELCA Campaign Celebration earlier this 
month in Milwaukee, and to Louise Evenson for leading the huge project of getting 500 
plus Lutheran World Relief School kits ready to be packed and sent. Our prayers 
continue for Susanne Maliski’s ongoing healing. We miss her here on our team, in our 
ministries at Ascension, and look forward to her return. 

 I also attended the ELCA Campaign event and part of the Churchwide Assembly. Stacy 
and I are working on a series of newsletter articles telling about the events and actions 
of this assembly of 900 plus voting members earlier this month. Bishop Eaton was 
reelected as our Presiding Bishop and she will be with us Dec. 7-8 to preach at the 
Sunday one service at 10:00am! 

 


