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Opening Prayer 
Ask God to be present and to open our hearts to His Word. 

Christmas Joy 
What is one of your Christmas traditions? 

Ice Breaker 
How are lights a part of our Christmas decorations? 

Studying the Word 

Old Testament – Isaiah 11:1-10 
Who is Jesse?  Why is this important? 
V2 – Where in our worship do we hear these words? How do you define the Spirit(s) of the Lord? 
V4 – Why was righteousness and justice important to call out at the time of this writing?  How is it 
important today? 
V5 – How do holding on to righteousness and faithfulness help us to conquer whatever the day may 
bring?    
 

Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12 
What words in this passage are catching your attention? 
Repent and repentance are mentioned a couple of times.  Why is this important to John the 
Baptist….and for the writer? 
 

New Testament – Romans 15:4-13 
Why do we have the scriptures? 
What are some encouragements we find in this passage? 
V12 – Jesse is mentioned again.  In fact, this is right from our Old Testament reading.  Why is this 
important? 
V13 – What would it take for you to memorize this verse this week? 
 
 

Music Suggestions 
“Away in a Manager” 
 

Closing Prayer Prompts 
Prayer Journal 
 
“My God, a tree” 
Herbert Brokering, Earth and All Stars 
 
 



My God, a sparrow fell from a high tree, 
Where birds must sing and birds must soar to be; 
The flight, the fall, that is not all. 
What would it be for all the fallen 
If we were not held fast by thee? 
 
My God, a seed did rise through rock and stone, 
Where flowers die if left too long alone; 
The rain, the bloom, the sun, the moon. 
What would it be for all the lonely 
If we were not so loved by thee? 
 
Sometimes I am afraid as one can be, 
And look in vain as far as eye can see; 
The day is night, so dim my sight. 
What would it be for all the frightened 
If we were not led safe by thee? 
 
My God, a tree has grown from Jesse’s stem, 
The name Messiah, Savior, our Amen; 
The root, the stem, new life again. 
What would it be for all the broken 
If we were not alive in thee? 


