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4 Lent

Flowers on the Altar

Although for the time being we are not gathering to 
worship in person, we are grateful to gather in spirit, and 

by means of technology.  Our Country Spirit livestream 
online service is 6 PM Saturdays, traditional worship is at 

9:30 Sunday mornings and worship with Praise Alive is 
at 11 AM. Our Wednesday chapel service is at 9 AM and 
Lenten worship with the Holden Evening Prayer is at 7:15 

PM.  Go to our website, ALCTO.org, and click on the link to 
livestream services on our Facebook page. You do not have 
to have a Facebook account to view the livestreams.  You 

will need a Facebook account to join in with 
comments and “likes,” etc. 

Questions or troubleshooting needs? 
Call or text (818) 621-3542.

The hugs are virtual. The prayers are real.

One Ascension Goes Online

Youth Director Addie Behm held our Senior Luther League 
Bible Study online by way of Zoom. “The 

Ascension Brady Bunch” said Christi Labrenz on our Facebook 
page.  https://tinyurl.com/SRLLLORDSPRAYER

In celebration of
Jack and Dolores Ledbetter’s
65th Wedding Anniversary

A Note From Your 
Children, Youth, and 

Family Pastor:  
During these odd days, we also have an opportunity 
to be intentional about what we do with our time, and 
how we connect.  I have seen many different versions 
of how young and old who are at home are structuring 
their time.  I want to encourage you to include faith in 
your daily schedule, with the attached resource, called 
“Taking Faith Home,” which has reading and activities 
for a whole week.  Use this with whoever you live with 
(roommates, spouse, children, etc.), or as an excuse to 
call a friend every day, and watch the Holy Spirit show up 
and bless you.   

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Julie

Pastor of Children, Youth, and Families



Tomato Plant Sale Update
As news seems to change almost daily in regards to rules for public 
gatherings, we aren’t yet sure how tomato sales will unfold. But we wanted 
you to know that our plants are nicely growing inside their greenhouses 
and some will be ready for sale next week (some will take longer due to the 
cooler, wet weather). We are imagining that some people might want to gar-
den as they spend more time at home, so we are working on ways to get the 
plants to people and will get information out to you as soon as we are able.

FISCAL YEAR-T0-DATE OFFERINGS
Through March 15, 2020 (week 37 of 52)

Budgeted: $931,569 Received:  $908,398 Surplus/(Shortage): $(23,171)

Attendance - all weekend services

  2020      closest date last year:
 March 14-15  (2,264 online as of 3/19)  421
 March 7-8  297     346
 Feb. 29-March 1 422     490
 Feb. 22-23  496     491
 Feb. 15-16  425     443

Given our present 
circumstances, we 
need to connect with 
each other more than 
ever.  Therefore, our Life 
Groups are going online.  
Please email Sara 
Wallace (swallace@alcto.
org) if you need help 
setting up your online 
meeting.  Or, if you’d like 
to join a Lenten Study, 
please reach out and 
we’ll get you connected.



COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
Applications for Scholarships given by the church and Foundation are now available. Go to :

ascensionfoundation.org/request-a-scholarship/ 
to download an application. Applications are also available in the church office. 

The deadline for return of completed applications is April 17.

 I N  N E E D  O F  P R A Y E R
Our printed prayer list focuses on Ascension members and immediate family members only. We do pray for people listed 

on the blue cards during church services and we do refer them to the Prayer Tree.
A name is added to this list only with the permission of the person or the person’s family.

Continuing prayers for:
Lara Abounayan
Gloria Benfatto
Lillian Carter 
Mary Cartrett
David Corra
The Crockett Family
Larry David
Parke Elmore
Bill Ernst
John Ernst
Keira Graves
Karen Guetschoff
Penny Hunter
Debbie Kahn
Bob Kielhorn
Pastor Erv Langholz
Henry Leland
Susanne Maliski
Judy Marshall

Cheryl Malseed
Ralph May
Bill Munn
Helen Nenne 
Paul and Betty Olson
Laurie Peyton
Hal Phillips
Mike Ricci
Dave Rosinbum
Carlene Schultz
Arnold Schwarz
Grace Sica
Marion Sullivan
Kris Swavely
Jan Timmons
Taty Valladares
Todd Wallace
Will Wallace
Barbara Webb
Darlyne Williams

Prayers for safekeeping:
Connor Braaten, USMC
Scott Clark, U.S. Navy
LCpL. Alexander Daley 
Cody Davidson, US Army
Tim David, U.S. Army
Jack Ingles, USMC
ET1 Patrick Maccarone, USN 
Jake Marshall, USMC
Scott Mochatel, U.S. Coast Guard 
LCJG Caroline Truesdell, USCG 

Prayers for our local partners in ministry:
Harbor House
Friday ministry with those who are homeless
Conejo Elementary Tutoring
Our Friday Food Pantry and Project Response
Habitat for Humanity
CASA of Ventura County
Lutheran Social Services
Jail Ministry
Blood drives
Manna
Many Mansions
Women’s Interfaith Network
Caring Ones
(To learn more, ask our Community Concerns Team.)

Prayers of healing for:
Doris Owings, Carlah Schneider’s mother, who is
   fighting pneumonia

Prayer focus:
For those who are frightened or lonely in this time of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For the doctors, nurses, research-
ers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and 
help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. For those who are sick and their families. For first 
responders. For leaders. For mail carriers, grocery store and 
delivery workers and others maintaining vital lines of sup-
plies and communications in our communities. For students, 
parents and teachers as they adjust to the challenges of on-
line classes and working at home. For strength and guidance 
for all who are struggling, that they would know God’s 
protection and peace.

 “It is in the wildernesses of life that we learn to rely on God.” -Pastor Julie.



Adult Education
Stay tuned for information about future adult ed. classes online. In the meantime, you’re invited to dip into our 
rich reserve of adult ed. classes of the last few years. Go to https://tinyurl.com/ALCTOencoreclasses

Built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
    – Ephesians 2:20-21

Engrave your brick connecting the campus to the Early 
Childhood Center. The possibilities are endless…make your 
brick personal...engrave your family name, your child’s 
name, a  Bible verse, teacher’s name, a quote or an 
inspirational message. 

Become part of the legacy!

It’s easy and fun to design your brick.

Go to Polarengraving.com/AscensionLutheranChurch and 
follow the instructions. 

What will 
your brick 

say?



Looking for something good to read while you’re all 
cooped up? 
Our own Dianne Beck’s young adult novel, Sticks and Stones, is here just in time! As of March 
18, the hardcover and Nook book are available on Barnes and Noble and paperback and ebook 
are available at Amazon! 

From the publisher: Sticks and Stones features 15-year-old Emily Greene, whose life changes 
dramatically when her mom is arrested. Emily is forced to move to a new town with her 
grandmother, called Crazy Carol for her outspoken faith and quirky behavior. Emily is 
convinced her mom is innocent and that her mom’s fiancé, who has disappeared, is the one at 
fault for her mom’s arrest. Emily’s attempts to prove her mom’s innocence only lead to more 
questions about who her mom really is, where God is in all this, an unfortunate tragedy, and 
ultimately, answers she doesn’t expect.

The launch party may be on hold, but the book is ready for you!



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm 23                                                                                      
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

Weekly worship
Saturday 6 pm Country
Sunday 8 and 9:30 am Traditional
11 am Contemporary
Childcare at all Sunday services
Pastoral Care Emergency Line 
                 (320) 322-1945

Give by text (805) 360-5092

1600 E. Hillcrest Dr., Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Phone 805.495.0406 Visit our website www.ALCTO.org
email us at: info@alcto.org

Thank you for continuing your faithful giving at this time. We 
appreciate the extra effort many of you have made to mail in 

offerings, use the Online Offering Plate at ALCTO.org, 
or Give by text (805) 360-5092. 


