
CELEBRATING 
ASCENSION’S  

2020 
GRADUATES 

__ 

“For  I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.” 

__ 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 



Andrew D. Borzone

Richard Arran Buechsenschuetz

Hannah Kathleen Delkeskamp

Jackson Horn

James R. Lipford

Jack Tyler Nowlin

Emily Sophia Page

Daniel Alvarez Plascencia

Kailer Burns Rowe

Daniel Sesic

Zachary Emmett Smuck

Zachary Frank Spencer

Ethan L. Thomas

Anneke Timmerman

Cole Thomas Werner

Josephine Wright

Congratulations, Ascension 
Lutheran School Class of 2020!



Ascension grads -- May your high 
school years be blessed!





CONGRATULATIONS 

to the high school graduates of 2020 

Nicole Aaberg 

 
James Anders 

 

Arianna Bleau 

 
Soren Brown 

 

Declan Debler 

 
Audrey Doolittle 

 

Lois Halvorson 

 
Marliese Hegele 

 

Kira Howe 

 
Keegan Huapaya Renbarger 

 

Emily Ishimoto 

 
John Overby 

 

Jarett Rose 

 
Chandler Ruggiero 

 

Timothy Saucerman 

 
Bella Scarnechia 

 

Ethan Semeleng 

 
Jules Shaw 

 

Brooke Trytten 

 
Matthew Waldman 

 

Coby White 

 
 Carlie Wright   



KIRA JEAN HOWE 
 
She is our love bug, bear and our Senior Class of 2020 Kira Jean Howe. We have been members of 
Ascension since she was 6 years old. Time has certainly flown by and here we are: she is a Senior grad-
uating from Moorpark High School. She has been dancing since she was eight and been on the varsity 
dance team at Moorpark High School for the past four years. When she is not at school you will find her 
dancing at the studio, competing with her company team, volunteering at church feeding the homeless, 
has collected food from her dance studio and brought it back to the Food Pantry, works part time, Brand 
Ambassador for Spotlight Dance Cup, while maintaining a GPA of 4.0. She has a busy schedule but she 
makes it happen. In the Fall, she will be attending Arizona State University majoring in Biology with em-
phasis in pre-med. Watching her grow and mature into a beautiful young lady makes us so proud of her 
achievements and can't wait to see what her next chapter in life holds. GO SUN DEVILS! 

CARLIE DIANE WRIGHT 
 

Carlie is graduating from Moorpark High 
School and plans to continue on to 
Moorpark College in the Fall. She will be 
studying General Ed, Film, as well as 
Theatre Arts. She plans on transferring to 
UCLA, where she would like to study his-
tory and ultimately become a high school 
teacher. She started her freshman year at 
Moorpark High School as a cheerleader 
and co-captain for the Frosh/Soph Cheer 
Team, as well as MHS Stunt Team. She 
even earned her Varsity letter in Stunt, as 
a freshman! The next three years she 
went on to be heavily involved in Musical 
Show Production, Advanced Musical The-
atre as well as MHS Vocal Club. All areas 
she is extremely passionate about. She is 
an extremely talented singer and actor, 
who is also very sweet and caring. She 
was Baptized as an infant at Ascension, 
and it has been such a blessing watching 
her grow up and be involved in the church 
all of these years, having made lifelong 
friends along the way. Her family is so 
very proud of all that she has accom-
plished and is so excited to see what this 
next chapter in her life has in store for 
her. We love you Carlie! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TIMOTHY MITCHELL SAUCERMAN 
 

Timothy Mitchell Saucerman is graduating from 
Newbury Park High School and will be attending 
San Diego State University in the fall. He will be 
studying Civil Engineering. In high school, he was 
on the tennis team for four years. His hobbies are 
playing the drums, water sports and working out. 
Congrats TIMOTHY!  

— 

Do not conform to the 

pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by 

the renewing of your 

mind.  

Then you will be able 

to test and approve 

what God’s will is—

his good, pleasing and 

perfect will. 

ROMANS 12:2 

__ 

__ 

May God give you the desire of your heart  

and make all your plans succeed. 

PSALM 20:4 



Matthew Waldman 
Matthew played water polo for three years and then quit to 
fulfill his dream to get his private pilot’s license. He is very 
involved at church and he loves all the people he has met 
there. He is very blessed to be a part of the Ascension  
family. He has worked at In n Out for the last year and loves 
it. He is a hard worker and very dedicated to his career. He 
will be attending California Aeronautical University in the 
fall to get his commercial airline pilot’s license.  

The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; 

he will never leave you nor forsake you.  

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 

Deuteronomy 31:8 

Sarah is graduating from Newbury Park High 
School. She is going to be attending Westmont Col-
lege in Santa Barbara in the fall, and will be major-
ing in Psychology.    She is super excited and fell in 
love with the beautiful campus there when we visit-
ed.  We feel very fortunate she will still be close by 
to home. 
 Her hobbies include journaling and photog-
raphy.  As Co-chief of Yearbook at Newbury Park HS 
this year, she is hoping to continue her creative ac-
tivities for photography with yearbook at West-
mont.  She loves spending time playing with our 
dogs and enjoys all the wildlife in the garden, espe-
cially the Monarch butterflies and caterpillars we 
currently have everywhere.  She brings her love of 
plants inside with her houseplant collection, and is 
going to be in a quandary as to which one to take to 
college! Sarah enjoys cooking and trying new foods, 
especially combining this with her love of traveling 
to different places with her family.  We are going to 
miss her when she heads off on this new adventure 
to college, but are very excited to see what plans 
God has in store for her. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Sarah Bean 



C h a n d l e r  R u g g i e r o  

Chandler is a senior at Newbury Park High School.  She will 

be graduating this year with a Bi-literate diploma-

Spanish.  Chandler enjoyed Water Polo and Ascension Senior 

Luther League during her high school days. She created great 

friendships, experienced teamwork, and participated as a 

leader in these groups.  She is excited to attend Northern  

Arizona University in the Fall where her new adventure will 

begin.  We are so proud of the person she is and celebrate 

the accomplishment of her high school graduation.  We love 

you beyond words!     

2020 

Madeleine Feltner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madeleine Feltner will be graduating from Thousand Oaks 
High School this spring. In the fall, she will be attending 
Augustana College in Rock Island, IL to study biology and 
play on the soccer team. 

Julianne Shaw 
Newbury Park High School 

Jules will be attending CSUCI pursuing nursing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We couldn't be more proud of the woman that you 
have become.  We know that you will do amazing 
things.  You have a heart of gold and are loved by 
everyone who knows you. 



Nicole M. Aaberg 

Westlake High School 

An accomplished equestrian and member of her school's 

Women's Chorale, she is planning to pursue an education 

that will prepare her to be a physical therapist or a veterinar-

ian specializing in equine medicine / equine physical therapy. 

We are so proud and honored to be her parents, and can't 

wait to see what the future brings!  

Although we could not have imagined his high school 

career ending the way that it has, we also cannot deny 

the abundance of blessings the last four years have been. 

Soren loved school, and when I say that I mean that he 

loved the "whole package." He enjoyed getting to school 

early and hanging out in his truck with friends (that we 

know he will have for a lifetime) before the first bell had 

even rung. That social interaction continued and fol-

lowed him throughout his day. Whether it was in the 

classroom with friends and teachers whom he shared a 

mutual respect for, having lunch with students with spe-

cial needs, volunteering as an ambassador for the school, 

or playing sports, Soren enjoyed being fully engaged. If I 

were to highlight Soren's favorite part of high school, it 

would have to be football. He absolutely loved that game 

and his determination and drive to succeed was astound-

ing. He played all four years, with the last two years be-

ing a starting Varsity player for every game. We will miss 

seeing him and his team mates play under the Friday 

Night Lights! Outside of school, Soren enjoyed the out-

doors, surfing in particular. He also managed to volunteer 

with Casa Pacifica and attain his Eagle Scout with Boy 

Scouts. Next up for Soren is a Business Degree at San Die-

go State University. We are so excited for him, and look 

forward to watching him conquer this next phase of life!  

Soren Brown 

Newbury Park High School  

 

— 
“For I know the plans I have for you,”  

declares the LORD,  
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

— 



ETHAN SEMELENG 
Ethan attended Ascension Lutheran School  

K-8, then on to Oaks Christian.   Ethan will 

be attending University Of Colorado Boulder 

in the fall.  

 

In the same way,  

let your light shine before others,  

that they may see your good deeds  

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

ISABELLA SCARNECHIA 
Bella’s four years at Newbury Park High 

School were full of spending time friends, 

trying new things, and making new memo-

ries.  She looks back on her time in the class-

room and on the softball field as a time of 

growth.  She feels like she gained a second 

family when she joined Senior Luther League 

her junior year, and says that knowing God is 

with her through life gives her the courage 

to strive to be the best version of herself.  

She will be attending Grand Canyon Univer-

sity in Phoenix, Arizona in the fall and plans 

to major in psychology.  We are so proud of 

you, Bella!  



“For Graduation” 
Meta Herrick Carlson 

So you know some things. 
You’ve also noticed 

how much there still is to discover. 

You are both humbled and emboldened 
by this gain and ground. 

What’s next? 

Do not be fooled by the trite questions, 
the expectations about pressing forward. 

There is no right answer to how you 
keep becoming. 

There is no degree or title that can 
fulfill all of who you are. 

Delight in the wisdom 
and those who shared it. 

Invest in the service 
and those who need it. 

Be thankful for the support 
and those who gave it. 

You are being sent 
to speak what is true 

to do what is kind 
to give what is necessary 

so that your knowledge and mystery 
are alive in the world 

for all to share. 

From Ordinary Blessings: Prayers, Poems, and Meditations for Everyday Life by Meta Herrick Carlson. 

LOIS HALVORSON 

Moorpark High School  

Lois is graduating from Moorpark High School where she 

played water polo and swam.  She was very involved in 

ASB and was head of rally for two years.  Lois was also  

actively involved in Senior Luther League all four years of 

high school and served as Class Representative. She will 

be attending Moorpark College in the fall studying  

Biotechnology .  From there she plans to transfer to the 

University of Minnesota.  We are so proud of  you, Lois! 

https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/productgroup/1397/Ordinary-Blessings?__hstc=47644920.a529ef5e874f1183288887cdec144635.1582749280115.1586204787858.1588883641867.3&__hssc=47644920.1.1588883641867&__hsfp=1675971923


Congratulations to our University Graduates
Madeline Alexander
California Lutheran University
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology

Sara Linnea Berg
California Lutheran University

Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science

Giulianna Bosco
Suffolk University, Boston

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, Marketing

Taylor Chandler
California Lutheran University

Bachelor of Science in Chemistry 
Bachelor of Science in Criminology & Criminal Justice

Alexandra Ciminera 
Irell & Manella Graduate School of Biological Sciences at City of Hope

PhD, Biological Sciences

Andrew Gessler
California Lutheran University

Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice

Erin Alisa Haar
UC Berkeley, December 2020

Bachelor of Arts in American Studies, Journalism minor

Grant Kitahata
Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering and 
Master of Science in Aeronautical and Mechanical Engineering

Casey Joy Labrenz
Adrian College

Bachelors degrees in 
Environmental Studies and 

Business Administration

Luke Raymond
Northern Arizona University

Bachelors degree in Psychology

Kari Schmitz
California Lutheran University

Bachelor of Arts in Educational Studies, minor in Art

Brock Squires
Loyola Marymount University

Bachelor of Arts in Economics, minor in Spanish



BROCK SQUIRES 
Brock graduated with a BA in Economics and a Minor 
in Spanish from LMU. He and a buddy formed an 
EDM DJ group called Saint Disco while at LMU and it 
was a total highlight for them. They got to play at 
LMU this spring at After Sunset, which was the  
original reason they formed the group. He also did a 
semester in Madrid his Junior year, which was an 
amazing experience for him— that and skating down 
the Bluff everyday his first two years. He loved his 
time at LMU! 

ERIN ALISA HAAR 
UC Berkeley, December 2020 
BA American Studies, Journalism minor 
 
Erin has thrived in her time in the Bay 
Area, working as a photojournalist and 
writer for the Daily Cal and the Week-
ender newspapers, at Cal Athletics as a 
Video/Graphic Design Intern, and at 
D1on1.com. 
 
After graduating she hopes to live and 
work in Washington DC, creating visual 
stories, producing creative photographs 
and working to combine her artistic 
endeavors with her work experiences. 

SARA LINNEA BERG 
Cal Lutheran 
B.S. in Exercise Science 
 
After graduation Sara will be pursuing graduate studies in Physical 
Therapy.  In addition to gardening, camping, and exercising, she  
enjoys volunteering at University Village and assisting with the  
balance classes.    

LUKE RAYMOND  
Luke graduated with honors from Northern Arizona University and 
was accepted at the University of Southern California in a Masters 
program.   

— 
Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds  

and glorify your Father in heaven. 
Matthew 5:16 

— 



It somehow seems fitting that since her first day of school (here at  
Ascension's preschool) was Sept. 11, 2001, that her scholastic journey would 
culminate during a worldwide pandemic! So when she and her dad had to fly 
back to Michigan and pack up all her belongings for the long drive home, it just 
seemed preordained that they would be driving through Utah looking for a hiking 
break - on what would have been her graduation day, May 3rd - that Corona 
Arch was top of the list as the premier arch, not inside CLOSED Arches National 
Park! While all the days in between may not have been quite as memorable, she 
surely made the most out of some great opportunities. As part of the Class of 
2012 at Ascension Lutheran School she flourished - gaining a priceless founda-
tion for a well-rounded life. Not inconsequentially, she began skating while in Ms. 
Schneider's first grade class, and when her training schedule increased in mid-
dle school, Ascension provided some much needed flexibility. When it came time 
for college decisions, and she wasn't quite ready to give up figure skating com-
petitively, she did the research, found Adrian College, a school with Varsity Fig-
ure Skating (and Synchronized Skating) Teams, went through their weekend of 
try-outs, made the team, and got a really nice academic scholarship to boot! 
Now, four years later, not only does she have two degrees; Environmental Stud-
ies and Business Administration, but her experiences as a student-athlete have 
enriched her life (and ours!) beyond all expectations! We know it wasn't easy, 
and we are so proud of how hard she worked to balance those two roles, student 
& athlete. Since most people have a sense for the work that goes into being a 
student, I wanted to highlight some of the athlete side of the story. For her, that 
meant being on two teams: Intercollegiate Figure Skating (singles - her passion) 
and Synchronized Skating (16 skaters on the ice - she barely knew it even exist-
ed, it's only now gaining popularity on the west coast). That required about 20 
hours a week on ice practicing as well as ballet training and 2-3 weekly cross-fit 
or strength-training sessions - these are no delicate flowers! Hard work is the 
name of the game (did I mention that there is no figure-skating "season"...it's a 
year-round sport, but the rewards were worth it!) In February last year, her syn-
chro team was once again chosen to represent the United States in international 
competitions: Cup of France (in Rouen) and the Spring Cup (in Milan, Italy). 
Great experiences in and of themselves - and not many people can say they 
were part of Team USA! As if that weren't enough, the following April at the Inter-
collegiate Figure Skating Nationals (hosted by University of Delaware), she won 
the gold medal and an individual national title with her Senior Ladies Pink Pan-
ther free-skate! What a ride it has been, Casey Joy, we are so very proud every-
thing you have accomplished, and even though your plans for the coming year 
have been stolen by CoVID-19, we can't wait to see where you go next (all the 
while enjoying this unexpected time having you home)! With Love, Mom & Dad 

__ 

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; 

even at night my heart instructs me. I keep 

my eyes always on the LORD. With him at 

my right hand, I will not be shaken. There-

fore my heart is glad and my tongue  

rejoices; my body also will rest secure,  

because you will not abandon me to the 

realm of the dead, nor will you let your 

faithful one see decay.  You make known to 

me the path of life; you will fill me with joy 

in your presence, with eternal pleasures at 

your right hand.  

Psalm 16:7-11 

__ 

CASEY JOY LABRENZ 

GRANT KITAHARA 
Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, IL 
BS Mechanical Engineering 
MS in Aeronautical and Mechanical Engineering 

2020 



TAYLOR CHANDLER 
California Lutheran University 

Bachelor of Science in Chemistry & 
Criminology and Criminal Justice  

MADELINE ALEXANDER 
California Lutheran University 
Bachelor of Art in Psychology  

__ 

For I am convinced that neither death  

nor life, neither angels nor demons,  

neither the present nor the future,  

nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation,  

will be able to separate us from  

the love of God that is in  

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 8:38-39 

__ 

__ 

I always thank my God for you because of  

His grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in Him 

you have been enriched in every way— 

with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 

God thus confirming our testimony about Christ 

among you. Therefore you do not lack any  

spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our  

Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also  

keep you firm to the end, so that you will be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship 

with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:4-9 

— 





Dr. Alexandra 
Ciminera

is PhinisheD



We love you, graduates! 


