
April 3-4, 2021
Easter

As we transition back to in-person worship, we ask that you sign up 
ahead of services. This is needed for potential contact tracing.

Signups are on our website Announcements page.
https://alcto.org/announcements/

Our Country Spirit service is 6 PM 
Saturdays, traditional worship is at 9:30 AM 
Sundays and worship with Praise Alive is on 

Sundays at 11 AM.  
Go to our website to see livestreams, 

https://alcto.org/ascension-lutheran-church-livestream/
or watch on our Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/ascensionlutheranto 
You do not have to have a Facebook account to view 

the livestreams. You will need a Facebook 
account to join in with comments and “likes,” etc. 

Questions or troubleshooting needs? 
Call or text (818) 621-3542.

Christ Has Risen! 
INSIDE:
     Sunday School Returns In-
Person 
    Get Ready for Tomatoes
    Special Gifts from Young Folks 
to Seniors
    Get Ready for Equal Exchange 
Orders
     Living in the Now
     Deadlines for Bricks, 
Scholarships
     Prayers & Remembrance
     Grand Opening Event Coming
   

Mural Photo Op
Our 2021 Easter mural turned out to be 

a wonderful, one-of-a-kind,
One Ascension community artwork. We 

invite you to take the time to snap a 
photo or a few in front of it --

Easter morning or the coming week.
And please be sure to post it so 

everyone can see! Use this hashtag:

#ALCTOEaster2021



Ascension’s Annual Tomato Plant Sale
Covid has not stopped our students or church youth from planting a large variety of tomato seeds! 
The seedlings are currently being tended in the greenhouse and plants will be ready for sale beginning on April 
15th. Money made goes towards developing our new One Ascension Garden all around the modular at the far 
end of the big parking lot - a very exciting project for our community!

Online Sunday School Continues

Sunday School Returns to In-Person Meeting 
 We are joyfully announcing that Ascension will return to in-person Sunday School 
Sunday April 11, socially distanced, with masks, at the picnic tables. Children will leave the 
sanctuary after the children’s message in the 9:30 service.*  We will have the necessary 
safety protocols in place.  

 Register here: https://tinyurl.com/AscensionSSregistration

 If you already registered for Virtual Sunday School this new registration is still 
needed. Because of contact tracing, children will not be able to attend without 
registering.  We will have registration available at church on Sunday mornings, but we 
hope you will all register in advance. 

We are hosting a drop-in Meet and Greet for families to meet the teachers and see 
where Sunday School will take place between 9 AM and 9:25 before the 9:30 service on 
April 11.

*Virtual Song Celebration and Virtual Sunday School lessons will continue.



Hi! ….uh

Do you recognize this? No, not the name – the name badge! Do you remember where you put yours – a year ago? I had to 
go digging through a couple of drawers to find mine. 

The reason for looking for mine is that we are finally able to come back together for worship. Maybe you know someone 
who can always remember a name, maybe you are even that person. Or, 
maybe you have trouble remembering names. Hospitality is about 
welcoming and helping people to feel comfortable; helping someone feel 
that they belong in a place. Part of that is learning their name, and their 
knowing your name. Name badges are a key part of that. 

As we come back together, we are asking everyone to please wear their 
name badge. This will help those of us who are “name challenged” to know who you are, to greet you by name, and also 
to reach out to those who are visiting. 

We are also asking for greeters. If you are interested in learning more about this key role, please send a note to 
RSVP@alcto.org.  (We will also be needing COUNTERS and USHERS as we return to in-person worship. If you can
offer your time, we’d like to hear from you! RSVP@alcto.org for information/contact.)

If you can’t find your name tag, please notify us, also at RSVP@alcto.org, so we can replace it. 

Welcoming Back, Name Tags, Greeting, Ushering, Counting

Special Deliveries for Special People
RIGHT: Last week, our 

member Helen
Lorentson had a 102nd 

birthday celebration 
that included a visit 

by the big, white One 
Ascension bus – and 

Ascension youth, who 
disembarked and gifted 

her with flowers and 
greetings. 

LEFT: Our Early 
Childhood Center’s 

Praying Mantises class 
(four-year-olds) made 
beautiful crosses as 

gifts for residents of the 
nursing home down the 

street from us 
(Thousand Oaks Royale). Alyssa, a student, came up with the saying on the crosses. In her words:

We are giving this cross to you because Jesus loves you and so do we! 
The Praying Mantis Class, Ascension Lutheran Early Childhood Center



SHARING HER DEVOTION: This devotion by our own Janet K. Gardner has been nationally published in the current issue 
of The Lutheran Message. It was originally seen in Ascension’s 2019 Advent Devotions booklet. It’s always a good time to 
enjoy the blessing of insightful thoughts on faith. Why not do it now?

BRICK ORDER
DEADLINE APRIL 15

J O I N  T H E
L E G A C Y !

 
A D D  Y O U R  N A M E ,

V E R S E ,  F A M I L Y
N A M E S  T O  T H E

O N E  A S C E N S I O N
W A L K W A Y

 

T I M E  I S  R U N N I N G  O U T

https://polarengraving.com/ascensionlutheranchurch



Vacation Bible School 
Needs You!

Calling all adults (especially vaccinated adults!)!  VBS is 
coming and we need you!

VBS is the best because kids have a ton of fun while learn-
ing about Jesus.  This year, many families want in-person 
VBS, so we’re planning covid adaptations.  But we need 
you to volunteer to help make it happen!  Maybe you 
haven’t helped before, but you’re vaccinated and feeling 
more comfortable being in person.  Please prayerfully 
consider volunteering!  VBS is June 21-25.  Please reach 
out to jklemp@alcto.org or call the church office if you’re 
feeling the Spirit’s nudge!  

Scholarship Applications 
for 2021-2022 

DEADLINE APPROACHING

     Applications for Scholarships given by Ascension 
Lutheran Foundation are now available. 

     Go to: 
https://ascensionfoundation.org/request-a-scholarship/ 
to fill in or download an application. Applications 
are also available in the church office. The deadline 
for return of completed applications is April 16.

Why Fair Trade?  For us at Ascension, Fair Trade is about human, environmental and 
economic justice.  We learned recently about the way a simple package of coffee 
changes the lives of women in the DCR in a webinar hosted by our friends at Equal 
Exchange. EE has partnered with the Panzi Foundation (and its related medical 
facilities) for many years in work to help women recover physically, emotionally and 
financially from sexual violence and trauma.  $1 from the sale of every package of 
EE Congo Coffee Project whole bean coffee goes to the Panzi Foundation to support 
the ongoing work. Since 2011, more than $100,000 in coffee package & other gifts 
has been given by EE to the Panzi Foundation. In 2019, over $17,000 was given. We 
started selling Congo Coffee Project coffee here at Ascension last year – this coffee 
received many “thumbs up” from participants in our coffee 
and chocolate tasting and the fan base has been growing 

ever since. A video clip about medical facilities and services supported by Equal Exchange and 
by our purchases of Congo Coffee Project coffee has been posted to the webpage for 
Ascension’s Fair Trade Ministry, https://alcto.org/fair-trade-products/. We say that with 
Fair Trade, every purchase matters. Congo Coffee Project coffee is just one example.

Fair Trade coffee, tea, snacks, olive oil and chocolate can be ordered from Ascension’s Fair 
Trade Ministry April 5-12, 2021. The April 2021 Order Form can be accessed from Ascension’s 
Calendar and from the Fair Trade page on Ascension’s website: https://alcto.org/fair-trade-products/.  The Order 
Form is also available in the Church Office.  Send us an email at fairtrade@alcto.org and we’ll be happy to get the Order 
Form out to you. All orders must be received by Monday, April 12 at Noon.  Provided no shipping delays, orders should 
be ready for pick-up during the week of April 19-23. Email notification will be sent of date, time and outdoor location for 
order pickup. 

Fair Trade 
     April Orders Being Taken Now



 I N  N E E D  O F  P R A Y E R
A name is added to this list only with the permission of the person or the person’s family.

Connor Braaten, USMC
Scott Clark, U.S. Navy
LCpL. Alexander Daley 
Cody Davidson, US Army
Tim David, U.S. Army
CPT Kyle Farmer, US Army

Prayers for safekeeping for those on the front lines 
   of the pandemic:
Dr. Summer Baird, who is working in hospital ICU in 
   Santa Barbara
Kathleen Mullen’s niece, Nora Cialkowski, who is an 
   ICU nurse in Chicago working with COVID-19 patients
Linda Morrow’s family members, Jason and Andrea, 
   who are nurses at Mayo Clinic in Minnesota  
Joyce Nenne, nursing manager at Los Robles Hospital
Jennifur Schneider Nahan and Josh Nahan, first 
   responders in the San Diego area
Lucy Peterson’s daughter, Jill, a nurse in the San Diego 
   area
Lucy Peterson’s grandson, Anthony, a nursing assistant 
   at  a convalescent home in the San Diego area
Rich and Carlene Shultz’s granddaughter, Marissa Kaul 
   R.N., who is in Arizona

Lara Abounayan
Esme Ash
Kyle Ayers
Ted Bartell
Maria Bartush
Gloria Benfatto
Debi Bing
Matthew Borzone
Mary Cartrett
Dominic Cavaliere
David Corra
The Crockett Family
Patrick Curran
John Ernst
Dennis Gillette
Keira Graves
Lynette Grulke
Malia Hassenbein
Penny Hunter
Caleigh Jensen
Bob Kielhorn
Jack Koenig
Barbara Krum
Tim Ledbetter
Henry Leland
Dennis Limkemann

Shannon Lomeli
Grace Lugo 
Judy Marshall
Ralph May
Sue May
Marilyn Meyer
Shirley Meyer
Verlon Meyer
Bill Munn
Helen Nenne 
Paul and Betty Olson
Edith Ott
Laurie Peyton
Lois Phillips
Ellie Ramseth
Karen Reeves
Mike Ricci
Dave Rosinbum
Shari Saucerman
K.C. Scheum
Dorothy Scholz
Carlene Schultz
Arnold Schwarz
Grace Sica
Lily Skinner
Jan Timmons
Darlyne Williams

Continuing prayers for:

Prayers for our local partners in ministry:
Harbor House
Friday ministry with those who are homeless
Conejo Elementary Tutoring
Our Friday Food Pantry and Project Response
Habitat for Humanity
CASA of Ventura County
United Way of Ventura County
Lutheran Social Services
Jail Ministry
Blood drives
Manna
Many Mansions
Pi House
Women’s Interfaith Network
Caring Ones
(To learn more, ask our Community Concerns Team.)

Prayers for safekeeping:

Jack Ingles, USMC
ET1 Patrick Maccarone, USN
Jake Marshall, USMC
Scott Mochatel, U.S. Coast Guard 
LCJG Caroline Truesdell, USCG 

Koinonia Communion 
Groups sign up:

Go to https://alcto.org/
announcements/, then 

click on Signup.  
Or, call the church office:

(805) 495-0406.

Prayers of comfort for:
Norm Guetschoff and the rest of Karen Guetschoff’s
   family and friends, on her death

    
    March 26 we had the sad news that 
our friend, Karen Guetschoff, died just 
three days after coming home from 
the hospital and beginning palliative 
care because of her growing cancer...
that started about the same time as 
the pandemic. Norm was a wonderful 
husband and caregiver.
    We are praying God’s comfort and 
peace for Norm, for Karen’s  sisters, 
parents, and the whole family. Karen has so many friends in 
our community and in our congregation with her previous 
work at Many Mansions, LSS, and Harbor House, along with 
many ministries at Ascension.
    Many are asking “what can I do?” The best answer is to 
continue your prayers and honor Karen’s active faith by 
caring for the most vulnerable in our community.  
    A memorial service is being planned at Ascension.  Watch 
for more information to come.  -- Pastor Steve



 

Colossians 3:1-4 “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died [in baptism], and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” (NKJV) 

THANK YOU to everyone who 
participated in our WASC 

Accreditation visit in early March.  
We received great feedback from our 
visiting committee.  They inspired us 
with affirmation of our efforts and  

graciously encouraged us to keep up 
the hard work of continuous growth. 

21st Century Learning & 
Collaboration  

TK-2nd grades: Students are enjoying 
our Outdoor Classroom and constantly 
creating unique designs with natural 
materials.  Ms. Phillips will be working 
on our Nature Explore Certification 
renewal next month, and our Garden 
Committee is growing its roots with 
plans that will include the big oak tree 
and outdoor areas around the 
Makerspace and Life Labs. 

 

1st grade students worked on designs 
inspired by the recent Mars Rover 
landing.  Xander’s design is above, 
complete with labels.   

 

Above Left: 2nd grade students built a 
sturdy house out of natural materials 
in the Outdoor Classroom last week.  It 
reminded me of a Lincoln Log house, 
but it was big enough to “live” in.  
Maybe not for someone my size, but at 
least for 2nd graders!  

 

From the Desk of Mr. Ash 
March 29, 2021 

The Annual Tomato Sale is coming 
soon…stay tuned! 

 

21st Century Learning & 
Collaboration, cont.  

 3rd-6th grades:  

3rd grade students’ work got the 
attention of children’s book authors 
on Twitter.  Mrs. Rowlands posted 
student work anonymously, and a 
couple of the authors wrote personal 
replies to them and re-tweeted their 
“book reviews.”   

 

5th grade students in Makerspace 
worked together to figure out how to 
use Tinker CAD and Slice to design 
name tags which will soon be printed 
on the 3-D printer. 

 

6th grade students continue to be our 
worship leaders this year, and we 
enjoy seeing and hearing them lead 
chapel every Wednesday.  This week 
chapel will be on Thursday morning 
and Friday morning. Please see Pastor 
Chamie’s update for times in the 
Chatter!  

 

 

Students were welcomed to campus this morning with 
Palm branches symbolizing the entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem.  At the core of this is the centrality of 

worship in the Christian life. “We gather. We 
encounter God’s word. We share a meal at the Lord’s 
table.  And we are sent into the world . . . Worship is 

fundamentally about what God is doing and our 
response to God’s action. Worship is an encounter with 

God, who saves us through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

(https://www.elca.org/worship)  

Important Dates and Events 
Student Recognition & Awards 

April 26 @9:40 on Mr. Ash’s Zoom 
“Crusaders Care, Cooperate, 

Communicate, and Collaborate” 

 
Our spring MAP Growth Assessments will take 
place May 10-14.  You will receive results from 

the spring and winter assessments near the end 
of May or early in June.  The results will include 

information about the winter and spring 
assessments for Kindergarten-6th grade students. 



ASCENSION LUTHERAN
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER'S



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Romans 6:3-11
John 20:1-18

Acts 4:32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1--2:2
John 20:19-31

Weekly live-streamed worship
Saturday 6 pm Country
Sunday 9:30 am Traditional
11 am Contemporary

Pastoral Care Emergency 
Line (320) 322-1945

FISCAL YEAR-T0-DATE OFFERINGS            
 Through March 28, 2021 (week 39 of 52)

 Budgeted: $989,200     Received:  $1,041,024      Surplus/(Shortage): $51,924

 Attendance - weekend services, online views of one minute+ 

   Online     In-person  
March 27-28  356    114
March 20-21  318      30 
March 13-14      357      n/a  
March 6-7      334      n/a 


