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As we transition back to in-person worship, we ask that 
you sign up ahead of services. This is needed for potential 

contact tracing.
Signups are on our website Announcements page.

https://alcto.org/announcements/

Our Country Spirit service is 6 PM 
Saturdays, traditional worship is at 9:30 AM 
Sundays and worship with Praise Alive is on 

Sundays at 11 AM.  
Go to our website to see livestreams, 

https://alcto.org/ascension-lutheran-church-livestream/
or watch on our Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/ascensionlutheranto 
You do not have to have a Facebook account to view 

the livestreams. You will need a Facebook 
account to join in with comments and “likes,” etc. 

Questions or troubleshooting needs? 
Call or text (818) 621-3542.

     The Grand Opening of our new Early Childhood Center 
on June 5th will be 
more than just a party. 
It will be a celebration 
of the amazing work of 
ECC Director Pam 
Musburger – and it will 
be bittersweet, 
because Pam is 
retiring at the end of 
this school year.
     “We plant seeds all the time, and we don’t always get 
to see the fruit or the crop,” she notes. “And I got to see it 
and I feel really blessed. For me to have been a part of the 
dreaming process and then going through many different 
stages of it through the years, and then to see it through 
to fruition is a huge gift.” 
     Sitting in the airy, sunlit confines of her office in the late 
afternoon, Pam takes a rare moment to pause and reflect. 
     Why now?
    “God starts to show you, I think, when it’s time for you 
to let go of something. He does it in many different ways, 
and through many different people.”
     Yes, she has mixed feelings. “It’s really hard to leave,” 
    (continued next page)
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she admits. “I’m very close to my staff, and my families. 
You have to look at everything. With this building I’ve done 
everything I wanted -- I’ve completed it.” 
     The dream of the Early Childhood Center stretches back 
a long time. So long, in fact, Pam laughs at the thought 
of it and the familiar Pam Musburger droll humor comes 
out: “We’re Lutherans – we talked about this for 15 or 16 
years.” 
     Indeed, the school board was talking about a new build-
ing back when she went to her first meeting. That was in 
2006. Pam, who was on the preschool administration team 
at Holy Trinity, called Ascension to see if the preschool 
here would like her extra laminator.  She learned that 
Ascension was looking for a new director — and felt the 
nudge to put her name in consideration. 
     “It was not on my radar, nothing,” recalls Pam, who was 
often shuttling around her three children in those days.
     Not only did she assume directorship of Ascension 
Lutheran Early Childhood Center (ALECC) that year, but of 
the infant center (ALIC) as well. Soon she was growing both 
(see timeline).
     Her passion for God’s creation revealed itself in her 
work. “My thing was Nature Explorer. I couldn’t wait to 
bring that here,” she recalls. “I wanted to give children the 
opportunity to know God’s outdoor classroom and really 
understand it. And give them time.” 
     She goes on, with feeling. “Children are rushed. I don’t 
want children rushed here. I want to give them time, time 
to figure out who they really are. They’ve only been alive 
for three years. I don’t want people telling them who they 
are. Let them figure out who they are. That’s fair. They 
need time to discover the gifts God’s given them.” 
     She took on the enormous task of pressing forward to 
get  the new ECC building done.
     “There were many meetings, talks about where every-
thing should go. There were lots of Saturdays. There was 
Pastor Larry trying to talk me into the modulars because I 
thought, ‘Oh, if we have modulars, they’ll never go away 
and we’ll always be like that.”
     Of course, the proof is all around us that with 
determination and hard work, those fears went unreal-
ized. Walking around the center, we see a few of the 
“friends” – ECC speak for the toddlers and babies who fill 
this homey place with such sunshine and charm – enjoying 
activities with their teachers. Here is the Australia-themed 
room with a mural in which a friendly koala peers from 
around a Eucalyptus trunk. Here is a dolphin frolicking 
in the waves in the under-the-sea-themed room. In the 
park-like quad between classrooms, we see the tricycle 
tracks – they go all the way around, mind you, so small fry 

aren’t hampered by having to stop. There’s a larger one for 
the older children and a smaller one enclosed in the space 
for the littlest kiddos. There’s a dwarf peach tree that Pam 
says will stay child-sized and be filled with fruit for the 
friends to watch grow. Clearly, every detail has been 
meticulously thought out in this toddler Shangri-La.
     Asked about how many hours she puts into an average 
week, she laughs. “Way too many. You don’t want to know. 
I get up at 5:30 every morning, and the job starts when my 
feet hit the floor because messages and calls start coming 
in.” After her day at the center, there are often night 
meetings. 
     The last three years have been especially demanding 
with all the extra meetings and other activities toward 
planning and fundraising for the new building. But as all 
who know her are aware, Pam loves to work hard and rise 
to a challenge. But 2020 was different. Instead of juggling 
      (continued)
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Pam Musburger becomes Director of both ALIC and ALECC

Two modular buildings are added to the Early Childhood
Center: the double modular that serves 30 four-year-old

students; and the triple modular that serves 26 infants and
toddlers. The Infant Center no longer uses the church
nursery or the music room. The new license for the

preschool is 77 children ages 2-5. The new license for the
Infant Center is 30. Together, that's 107 students per day.

The preschool and infant center became the 4th school in
California to achieve accreditation as a 

Certified Nature Explore School. 

The new building opens during worldwide pandemic. 

The Toddler Room, formerly the Music Room, is added to
the Infant Center license, bringing the total to 24.

A U G U S T  2 0 2 1
The new building has full enrollment and waiting list 

balls, she was juggling bombs. 
COVID-induced closures and scares 
happened. Trying to build on the 
shifting sands of ever-changing 
regulations and new information 
about the virus happened. A move 
happened — 25 years of curriculum 
and supplies. It was accomplished 
by Pam and her teachers and main-
tenance men Cam and Jeff, with no 
families on hand to help because of 
COVID. 
     Loss happened. Two much-loved 
former students, a youth she had 
traveled with to Washington, D.C., 
a friend and colleague. There has 
never been time to process this grief. 
     Pam doesn’t have big plans for her 
retirement. She wants to have some 
time — time to watch the sea and 
listen for God’s next leading.
     “I could stay on, but the school is 
in a perfect position to have a new 
leader step in, because there is noth-
ing but brightness in the future of 
this school,” she observes. “There’s 
nothing to fix. It’s perfect. The staff is 
incredible, the families are 
wonderful. The budget is 
looking pretty cheery. It’s a brand 
new school. And it’s unbelievable to 
me that we’re coming off COVID and 
yet this building is going to be full. 
I have an incredible teaching team 
and I have everything in place right 
now for this to be nothing but a 
success.”
     “No one deserves to go out on a 
high note more than you do,” Pastor 
Tim told Pam in the meeting after 
she notified the staff of her 
intention to retire. “The blood, sweat 
and tears you have poured into this 
place — it’s hard to visualize this 
place without you. But we will raise 
you up and focus on continuing your 
work and showing you we love you.”
     Pam, we love you.

Pam Musburger (continued)



Registration Open for Vacation Bible School 
Hop on in to the best week of the summer!  At Treasured VBS, kids discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, 
gems, or gold – it’s them! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play 
teamwork-building games, make and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible 
Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all sum-
mer long. 

Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them through something called God Sightings. Each day con-
cludes with the Closing Quest that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. 

Kids at Treasured VBS will learn about a mission project effort together and support it with their offerings. Dates are June 
21-25, 2021 9 AM-11:30 AM

* We will have both in-person and online VBS this summer. In-Person VBS is for kids ages 4 through those entering 6th 
grade.  

We still need many youth and adult volunteers.  Find the volunteer signup and the 
in-person participant registration forms at vbspro.events/p/ascensionvbs2021

Virtual VBS signup is here: 
https://alcto.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/ddf88cb5-2993-43ca-
9914-8bc88fe6d7ad

Auction site link: http://e.givesmart.com/events/k9i
Scholarships link:
 https://e.givesmart.com/events/k9i/i/_Auction/dyvd/



Ascension Fair Trade Update: Great Things Come in “Three’s” 
There’s so much great news to share with you this month from Ascension’s Fair Trade Ministry – 

First, Fair Trade, Soccer Balls and Three Very Special Words.  With gifts from Ascension’s 
Fair Trade Ministry, Global Ministries Team and individual gifts from members and 
participants of both of these ministries, three Senda Fair Trade soccer balls have been given 
to the students of Ascension’s TK-6 School. These Fair Trade soccer balls are extra special – 
each soccer ball is marked with three special words – Joy, Respect, Community. Three little 
words with a powerful message. Three Senda Fair Trade soccer balls, specially sized for 
the little feet of our youngest friends, will be given to the Early Childhood Center in June.  
Thank You to all who helped bring these gifts of Joy, Respect & Community to our young 
friends. We invite everyone to check out a great little video clip about the vision and 
mission of Senda Athletics on the Fair Trade page on Ascension’s website. 

Second, we invite everyone to an open opportunity to shop for Fair Trade products like 
coffee, tea, nuts, snacks, olive oil, and of course chocolate, outside in our usual spot on the patio. We’ll have most of our 
usual Fair Trade items available for purchase but quantities may be limited. Payment for purchases 
by cash, check or credit card.  We will follow safety protocols including masks & distancing. 

Sunday, April 25th: 10:30-11 AM & 11:45 AM – 12:15 PM
Monday, April 26th from 10 AM to Noon

West Side Patio
We look forward to seeing you – We’ll be smiling behind our masks!

Third, “Say Cheese” Ascension Fair Traders! Red Barn Family Farms 
Heritage Cheddar Cheese comes to us, from Wisconsin, through Equal 
Exchange as part of their vision and mission to connect us with domestic growers and 
producers that share our collective values for human, economic and environmental justice.  
The Heritage Cheddar Cheese, in 6-oz individually wrapped packages, is one year aged 
and delicious!  It is $5 per package. The cheese is available on a first-response basis.  We 
have a limited quantity available now. We cannot order more until Fall because of heat and 
shipping limitations. We hope to be able to offer this delicious cheese again in September/

October.  We invite everyone to learn more about this special group of people and their dairy cows, by checking out the 
information and blog postings on their website, www.redbarnfamilyfarms.com.  

Ascension’s Fair Trade Ministry
fairtrade@alcto.org 

     Thank you to all cooks, volunteers, and 
our Hot Meals Ministry leaders, Tania 
Reimnitz Disselhorst and Barry 
Disselhorst, as we serve with Harbor 
House!
     From Chris Daleiden, Community 
Concerns:   
     Last week we made five pounds of 
meatloaf and packaged up dinner for 
Ascension Lutheran Church 
(Thousand Oaks, CA) Hot Meals 
Ministry.  Beverly Ann Clark said she 
enjoyed helping.  Thank you Bev for 
helping out during volunteer week.

 Hot Meals Ministry
Moment



     Come purchase your Ascension tomato plants on the 
Ascension campus! The sale will take place in the big back 
parking lot, so please proceed through the gate, park your 
car, and look for the tomato tables. We will be Covid-safe, 
so just as if you were walking through the weekly Farmers’ 
Market, please wear your masks and be mindful of social 
distancing. We will be taking cash or checks made out to 
Ascension Lutheran School. Most plants are $4 apiece. 
They have been tended with lots of love and care by the 
young people of Ascension. Proceeds will go towards build-
ing the new One Ascension Garden. Day school students 
will begin selling tomatoes to their families at the end of 
the school day on Earth Day -  Thursday, April 22. Once 
school students have cleared the campus (due to Covid 
restrictions), the sale will open up to those outside the day 
school community.
    Tomato plants will be available for church families and 
community friends on the following dates:

- Thursday, April 22, 4:30 to 6:00 PM
- Saturday, April 24, 4:00 to 7:00 PM
- Sunday, April 25, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
    If you are unable to purchase tomato plants at 

these times or need tomato plants delivered to your home, 
please contact Pastor Chamie at 
cdelkeskamp@alschool.org or Tiffany Napierala at 
napfam@gmail.com.
    We have over 30 varieties of tomato plants - from cherry 
to roma to beefsteaks - and all sorts of colors, too, from red 
to orange to yellow to green or white when ripe! We have 
classic heirloom varieties as well as varieties you won’t be 
able to purchase at other venues. 

Use this link to browse and
shop:

serrv.org?a=ALCTOFAIR

20% of your online order today will be
donated  to Lutheran Disaster Response

 

Ascension

T O M A T O  S A L E S   

Koinonia Communion Groups 
sign up:

Go to https://alcto.org/announcements/, then click 
on Signup.  

Or, call the church office:

(805) 495-0406.



 I N  N E E D  O F  P R A Y E R
A name is added to this list only with the permission of the person or the person’s family.

Connor Braaten, USMC
Scott Clark, U.S. Navy
LCpL. Alexander Daley 
Cody Davidson, US Army
Tim David, U.S. Army
CPT Kyle Farmer, US Army

Prayers for safekeeping for those on the front lines 
   of the pandemic:
Dr. Summer Baird, who is working in hospital ICU in 
   Santa Barbara
Kathleen Mullen’s niece, Nora Cialkowski, who is an 
   ICU nurse in Chicago working with COVID-19 patients
Linda Morrow’s family members, Jason and Andrea, 
   who are nurses at Mayo Clinic in Minnesota  
Joyce Nenne, nursing manager at Los Robles Hospital
Jennifur Schneider Nahan and Josh Nahan, first 
   responders in the San Diego area
Lucy Peterson’s daughter, Jill, a nurse in the San Diego 
   area
Lucy Peterson’s grandson, Anthony, a nursing assistant 
   at  a convalescent home in the San Diego area
Rich and Carlene Shultz’s granddaughter, Marissa Kaul 
   R.N., who is in Arizona

Lara Abounayan
Esme Ash
Kyle Ayers
Maria Bartush
Gloria Benfatto
Debi Bing
Matthew Borzone
Mary Cartrett
Dominic Cavaliere
David Corra
The Crockett Family
Patrick Curran
John Ernst
Dennis Gillette
Keira Graves
Lynette Grulke
Malia Hassenbein
Penny Hunter
Caleigh Jensen
Bob Kielhorn
Jack Koenig
Barbara Krum
Tim Ledbetter
Henry Leland
Dennis Limkemann
Shannon Lomeli

Grace Lugo
Judy Marshall
Ralph May
Sue May
Marilyn Meyer
Shirley Meyer
Verlon Meyer
Bill Munn
Helen Nenne 
Paul and Betty Olson
Edith Ott
Laurie Peyton
Lois Phillips
Ellie Ramseth
Karen Reeves
Mike Ricci
Dave Rosinbum
Shari Saucerman
K.C. Scheum
Dorothy Scholz
Carlene Schultz
Arnold Schwarz
Grace Sica
Jan Timmons
Darlyne Williams

Continuing prayers for:

Prayers for our local partners in ministry:
Harbor House
Friday ministry with those who are homeless
Conejo Elementary Tutoring
Our Friday Food Pantry and Project Response
Habitat for Humanity
CASA of Ventura County
United Way of Ventura County
Lutheran Social Services
Jail Ministry
Blood drives
Manna
Many Mansions
Pi House
Women’s Interfaith Network
Caring Ones
(To learn more, ask our Community Concerns Team.)

Prayers for safekeeping:

Jack Ingles, USMC
ET1 Patrick Maccarone, USN
Jake Marshall, USMC
Scott Mochatel, USCG 
LCJG Caroline Truesdell, 
   USCG 

Prayers of healing for:
Melanie Buto, for smooth, full recovery from 
    surgery this past week
Pete Swavely, for smooth, full recovery from back 
    surgery this past week
Taty Valladares, recovering from a ruptured 
   appendix
Darlyne Williams’ niece, Wendy, for her return
   to health after suffering a massive heart attack



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Acts 4:5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18

Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31 (27)
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

Weekly live-streamed worship
Saturday 6 pm Country
Sunday 9:30 am Traditional
11 am Contemporary

Pastoral Care Emergency 
Line (320) 322-1945

FISCAL YEAR-T0-DATE OFFERINGS            
 Through April 18, 2021 (week 42 of 52)

 Budgeted: $1,080,325     Received:  $1,124,533     Surplus/(Shortage): $44,208

 Attendance - weekend services, online views of one minute+ 

   Online     In-person  
April 17-18  258    106
April 10-11  262      93
April 3-4  447    347      Outdoors Easter 
Good Friday  172      85       
Maundy Thursday 130      51


