
 
May 15-16, 2021

7 Easter

As we transition back to in-person worship, we ask that 
you sign up ahead of services. This is needed for potential 

contact tracing.
Signups are on our website Announcements page.

https://alcto.org/announcements/

Our Country Spirit service is 6 PM 
Saturdays, traditional worship is at 9:30 AM 
Sundays and worship with Praise Alive is on 

Sundays at 11 AM.  

Go to our website to see livestreams, 
https://alcto.org/ascension-lutheran-church-livestream/

or watch on our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/ascensionlutheranto 

You do not have to have a Facebook account to view 
the livestreams. You will need a Facebook 

account to join in with comments and “likes,” etc. 
Questions or troubleshooting needs? 

Call or text (818) 621-3542.

Looking Ahead 
to a Special May 23

   May 23 is a red-letter day indeed. It’s Pentecost. 
Remember to wear red! 

   We will also be celebrating the milestone of 
Confirmation for our class of 2021. This will take place at 

the 9:30 Sunday morning service. There will be four 
singers on hand to sing the hymns. (No more pre-records.)  
   More good news: Our 11 AM Sunday service with Praise 

Alive will be back in-person this day! 
   If you don’t have a student in Confirmation, it is a perfect 

time to try out the later worship Sunday, or 
Saturday evening at 6 PM. 

   We will all be able to celebrate our ability to 
worship together again. The services will also be 

livestreamed – it’s the best of both worlds.

ECC Director Search 
 As you know, our amazing Early 
Childhood Center Director, Pam Musburger, 
is retiring in June. The search is on for her 

successor. Do you have information, 
recommendations, questions, resumes to 

share in this regard? 
We have an email for that: 

ECCSearch@alschool.org



Vacation Bible School is Coming -- Can 
You Lend a Hand?

     We still need many youth and adult volunteers for this year’s Vacation 
Bible School. Dates are June 21-25, 2021 9 AM-11:30 AM. Find the 
volunteer signup at vbspro.events/p/ascensionvbs2021
     At Treasured VBS, kids will discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t 
diamonds, gems, or gold – it’s them! 
     * We will have both in-person and online VBS this summer. In-Person VBS 
is for kids ages 4 through those entering 6th grade. Virtual VBS signup is 
here:
 https://alcto.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/ddf88cb5-2993-43ca-9914-8bc88fe6d7ad

In Case You Missed It: Karsten Lundring began growing a beard when the first COVID-19 lockdown came about and we 
all thought it would be over in a couple of weeks, maybe a month. The fact that he is shaving it is proof positive that 
we are coming out of pandemic mode at last! Being the enterprising and positive person that he is, Karsten used his 
exuviation as an opportunity: He told his 7th Grade Confirmation class that if they would memorize two Bible verses 
-- John 3:16 and Micah 6:8 --  they could do whatever they wanted with his beard and he would maintain it for a week 
before shaving if off. What could go wrong? The boys learned their verses, “good life verses for them…I think they’ll 
keep in their hearts,” as Karsten said. Then they made his beard look this truly special way (with a little help from show 

business pro Kim Overton). We think Captain Jack Sparrow has nothing on Karsten 
and the bows are particularly charming. Another benefit, besides the indelible 
lesson for the youth, has been evangelism (beardangelism?) “I go around and I 
get to explain it a lot,” he told Pastor Tim on Sunday. From Trader Joe’s to Costco, 
where a stranger good-naturedly guessed, “’You lost a bet, huh?’ and I said ‘No, I 
actually won.’ And I told the story and I get to tell the story.” Thank you, Karsten!

A Ministry to Dye For: 

    When Beard Meets Bible Meets 7th Grade Boys



Join LIRS for the First Annual Stand Up, Speak Up 
Interfaith Prayer Vigil on Sunday, May 23

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service is excited to invite you to our 
first annual Stand Up, Speak Up Interfaith Prayer Vigil. Together with 
interfaith communities across the country, we are lifting a unified voice to 
welcome and advocate for immigrants and refugees coming to the United 
States. Our goal is to focus less on the differences that can separate us—
our faith backgrounds, ethnicities, and countries of origin—and demon-
strate that our commonalities—compassion, love, and humanity—are 
what unify us.
 
Join Stand Up, Speak Up Interfaith Prayer Vigil on Sunday, May 23rd at 4 
pm EDT and invite your friends and family:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vhmc6cx4TU-IpYViIb4Fng

Find out more about immigration issues and advocacy: https://www.lirs.org/advocate/

https://tinyurl.com/ALCTOPantry

GRADUATES:

  Deadline 
  Approaching!

As we approach the end of this school 
year, our church and the Southwest 

California Synod would like to celebrate 
the accomplishments of our 5th, 8th, 
12th Grade(s), and college graduates. 
On Sunday, June 13th, the Synod will 

have a virtual youth-led worship. 

If you are or have a graduate that you 
would like to be featured in the Synod 
slideshow and our Ascension tribute, 

please fill out this form 
http://bit.ly/SynodGradForm.  

Please fill this out as 
soon as possible as we 

need all materials 
located in the form to be 
turned in by May 21st.

(If for any reason you wish to confine 
your information and photos to the 

Ascension audience, you may send to 
Ssmith@alcto.org.)

Did you know LRCC is offering three different weeks of Family Camp this 
summer? Come with your whole family, or come alone and meet some 

new friends! Register your family today.
For dates and registration visit 

www.lrcchome.com/summer-camp-2021.
PLEASE NOTE: With COVID-19 protocols, space will be LIMITED. 



   We are in need of three more people to count our 
offerings. Each team of two counts once every six weeks. 

Email pastorsteve@alcto.org for more info. 
   Counting offerings is easier these days with so many 

more people giving their offerings online. That percentage 
used to be around 40%. Now it is up to 60% of all 

offerings given online. 
   Thank you for your faithful and consistent giving 

for ministries near and far.

 I N  N E E D  O F  P R A Y E R
A name is added to this list only with the permission of the person or the person’s family.

Connor Braaten, USMC
Scott Clark, U.S. Navy
LCpL. Alexander Daley 
Cody Davidson, US Army
Tim David, U.S. Army
CPT Kyle Farmer, US Army

Prayers for safekeeping for those on the front lines 
   of the pandemic:
Dr. Summer Baird, who is working in hospital ICU in 
   Santa Barbara
Kathleen Mullen’s niece, Nora Cialkowski, who is an 
   ICU nurse in Chicago working with COVID-19 patients
Joyce Nenne, nursing manager at Los Robles Hospital
Jennifur Schneider Nahan and Josh Nahan, first 
   responders in the San Diego area
Lucy Peterson’s daughter, Jill, a nurse in the San Diego 
   area
Lucy Peterson’s grandson, Anthony, a nursing assistant 
   at  a convalescent home in the San Diego area
Rich and Carlene Shultz’s granddaughter, Marissa Kaul 
   R.N., who is in Arizona

Lara Abounayan
Esme Ash
Kyle Ayers
Maria Bartush
Gloria Benfatto
Debi Bing
Melanie Buto
Matthew Borzone
Mary Cartrett
Dominic Cavaliere
David Corra
The Crockett Family
Patrick Curran
John Ernst
Dennis Gillette
Lynette Grulke
Malia Hassenbein
Penny Hunter
Caleigh Jensen
Bob Kielhorn
Jack Koenig
Barbara Krum
Tim Ledbetter
Henry Leland
Dennis Limkemann

Shannon Lomeli
Grace Lugo
Judy Marshall
Ralph May
Sue May
Marilyn Meyer
Shirley Meyer
Verlon Meyer
Bill Munn
Helen Nenne 
Paul and Betty Olson
Edith Ott
Laurie Peyton
Lois Phillips
Ellie Ramseth
Karen Reeves
Francis Reiter
Mike Ricci
Dave Rosinbum
Dorothy Scholz
Arnold Schwarz
Grace Sica
Pete Swavely
Jan Timmons
Taty Valladares

Continuing prayers for:

Prayers for our congregations in the ELCA, Southwest 
    CA Synod
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and staff 
Synod Interim Bishop Murray Finck
Our Channel Islands Conference:
New Hope, Agoura Hills
Mt. Cross, Camarillo
Christ, Goleta
King of Glory, Newbury Park
Holy Cross, Ojai
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Oxnard
Our Savior’s, Oxnard
Trinity, Santa Barbara
Emanuel, Santa Paula
Shepherd of the Valley, Simi Valley
Holy Trinity, Thousand Oaks
Trinity, Ventura
(To learn more, ask one of the pastors)

Prayers for safekeeping:
Jack Ingles, USMC
ET1 Patrick Maccarone, USN
Jake Marshall, USMC
Scott Mochatel, USCG 
LCJG Caroline Truesdell, 
   USCG 

Prayers of comfort for:
Chamie Delkeskamp and family, on the death of her 
   grandmother, Kathleen Amundson
The families of Wendy Kunze and Gordon Bauer, Darlyne 
   Williams’ niece and brother, respectively. Both died this 
   past weekend. (The family also lost Darlyne’s daughter’s 
   dog Monday.)

Prayers of healing for:
Becky and Al France for healing and well-being
Jane Ganske, for full recovery from shingles
Keira Graves, three years old, and her family, as they deal
   with her health issues
Carlene Schultz, for peace and comfort, and for her family



Congratulations to Ascension Lutheran School for 
earning your latest WASC Accreditation!
This was an exacting process that required enormous effort on behalf of Principal Nathan Ash and his team. 
There’s more good news for AL School, too, with its recent upturn in enrollment. Following are excerpts from 
the school’s Differentiating 21st Century Learning report. Full report linked here: 
https://alcto.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Differentiating-21st-Century-Learning.pdf

Challenges & Growth Opportunities
This year we faced one of the most difficult years in the history of our school, which has served the community since the 
mid-1960s.  We are approaching the end of the year on the “other side” of several critical events, including the Covid 
pandemic, the loss of dear friends, the downsizing of our staff along with closing of our 7th-8th grade program, and a 
declining enrollment.  Facing these challenges together brought us forward as an organization in many ways.  We are 
now in much stronger condition with our projected/secured enrollment nearly 40 students greater than last year at this 
time at the Elementary School, thriving students who are learning and engaged throughout every classroom, a rapidly 
growing Early Childhood Center enrollment, and an Action Plan that will guide our growth process in several meaningful 
and lasting ways.

This year also brought about an acute awareness of the need for connection and collaboration between all stakeholders 
to achieve the schoolwide learning outcomes we are aiming for.  We improved our level of cooperation and coordina-
tion across One Ascension to provide students and staff with a safe learning environment all year.  We also worked as a 
team to juggle remote and in-person learning to meet the needs of as many students as possible.  During the process we 
grew by 20 students as they found their way to our front doorstep.  The road was not easy, but we learned to navigate it 
together and will continue to do so. ... 

How will Ascension continue to grow as a learning community next year?  
Our recent WASC Accreditation visit in early March provided us with a great opportunity to focus our efforts on student 
learning.  The extensive evaluation in our Self-Study provided the accreditation visiting team with an accurate picture of 
Ascension school’s current functioning and recent challenges, as well as our priorities for growth that we gathered from 
all stakeholder groups.  The Visiting Committee complimented our school’s resiliency and our movement forward with 
student-centered goals.  Their feedback allowed us to refine our goals and focus on student learning outcomes.  You can 
view our Action Plan here which details our four main goals for growth that resulted from stakeholder surveys, focus 
group interviews and a thorough analysis of student critical learning needs.  We received our official accreditation letter 
on Wednesday! The four goals, or growth opportunities, in our Action Plan include the following:  

1. Increase enrollment.  
2. Revisit our definition of rigor and excellence and assure we have high standards and are attaining them. 
3. Academic excellence needs to be demonstrated and communicated with a focus on technology, Makerspace, 
               History, Science and Service.
4. Create a more structured and defined support system for struggling and advanced learners.
                                                                                                                                                          (continued next page)



WASC in Action 
Are you interested in supporting our continued growth process by being a member of our WASC Committee 
next year? We need dedicated and highly engaged parents, church members, and staff to help monitor our 
Action Plan and document our growth.  Please contact Mr. Ash directly (phone or email) if you are interested 
or if you have questions about the role and responsibilities of being a part of the committee.  The committee 
will help us to monitor and document progress towards action items/goals and make recommendations to the 
school to continue refining our systems.

1: Increase Enrollment  
Our current confirmed enrollment to date is 117 for the 2021-2022 school year.  This time last year we had 78 
confirmed students enrolled.  We have an additional 20 applicants in the process of enrollment, and we contin-
ue to receive new calls every week, conduct tours and intake assessments and communicate with prospective 
families.  

Marketing efforts continue to publicize our TK-6 School and ECC events and activities through social media and 
local media outlets (Acorn, Hula Frog School of the Year, etc.).  Both the ECC and Elementary recently renewed 
our Nature Explore certification, which will continue to be a highlight of our school.  We are transitioning from 
our current website to an updated and user-friendly site, word-of-mouth.  We hope to launch our new website 
this summer in preparation for the coming school year.  

We also have a committee working on developing plans to bring back our Middle School program in the near 
future.  Our efforts in continuous growth will go a long way to ensure continued increase in enrollment and 
retention of students over time!

2: Rigor, Excellence and Attaining Standards - 21st Century Learning
This year staff worked hard on a new evaluation process to align their professional growth with California 
Standards for the Teaching Profession (CSTPs).  This process provided a great opportunity for teachers to strive 
towards the goal of providing rigor and excellence while focusing on student learning.  School staff also par-
ticipated in many professional growth opportunities including curricular workshops in Reading and Writing 
Workshop, Amplify Science, and ISTE (Technology Integration and Education).  Several staff and I participated 
in Ventura County Office of Education’s continuing education Induction programs for teachers/administra-
tors, attended CLU graduate programs, and participated in collaboration on many educational research topics 
throughout the year.  On May 15 two of us will be “walking the stage” at CLU’s Graduate School of Education 
Commencement Ceremony: Ms. Rouse with her MA in Education and me with an EDD in Educational Leader-
ship.  With all these efforts to improve our practice at a personal level, our community will continue to benefit!

Full report linked here: https://alcto.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Differentiating-21st-Century-Learning.pdf

 Left: Mr. Gottmer playing an atmosphere-changing game 
with Neela, Anneliese and Elena during 6th grade Science on 
Zoom.  Students in his classroom practiced a simulation of 
weather patterns in game format synchronously while their 
peers learned from home.  Right: Sara Wallace and Nolan 
painting 4th grade’s auction art piece, a colorful garden box.  



COVID-Safe Children’s Worship Bags 
and Children’s Bulletins!

     Did you know we now have single use, COVID-safe Children’s Worship Bags available at all our services?  Single 
use doesn’t mean you throw them away after the service, but rather that you take them home and get to continue 
to enjoy these items at home!  
     And did you notice I said Worship Bags, and not Busy Bags?  The name 
change a few years ago reflects our philosophy around what we want 
children to be doing if they’re in worship.  If there is truly no way to engage 
children in worship, then the only option would be to just keep kids busy 
with anything you can.  But that’s not what we believe!  Kristi Haar has 
worked so hard on filling these bags with faith-based items that correlate 
to the church season that we’re in and can therefore help kids engage with 
similar themes.  The Easter bags have things like “New Life Seeds” and a 
“Caterpillar to Butterfly Craft,” and even simple things like a resurrection 
activity book and stickers!
     We also have children’s worship bulletins available again, both for 
pre-readers and for readers.  And these follow the same philosophy as what I’ve shared above—they aren’t just to 
keep kids busy, but are aimed at helping them engage in the service.  
     Both the worship bags and bulletins are located on the check-in table—if you don’t see them, just ask the person 
checking temperatures and they’ll be sure to help you!  And if you’re staying away from in-person worship because 
you’re wondering how your child will do, I’d encourage you to try coming back and grabbing these great resources.  
For me personally, and I think for many others, it is such a joy to have children in worship.   -- Pastor Julie

RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/ECCOpening



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Weekly live-streamed worship
Saturday 6 pm Country
Sunday 9:30 am Traditional
11 am Contemporary

Pastoral Care Emergency 
Line (320) 322-1945

FISCAL YEAR-T0-DATE OFFERINGS            
 Through May 2, 2021 (week 44 of 52)

 Budgeted: $1,159,420    Received:  $1,171,851     Surplus/(Shortage): $12,431

 Attendance - weekend services, online views of one minute+ 

   Online     In-person  
May 8-9  222    137  
May 1-2  284    125
April 24-25  266    123
April 17-18  258    106

Signups for upcoming memorials:

Karen Guetschoff May 22, 11 AM      https://tinyurl.com/ALCTOGuetschoff
Ted Bartell May 29, 11 AM   https://tinyurl.com/ALCTOBartell
Larry David  May 30, 2 PM  https://tinyurl.com/ALCTODavid


