
 
May 8-9 2021

Mother’s Day/6 Easter

As we transition back to in-person worship, we ask that 
you sign up ahead of services. This is needed for potential 

contact tracing.
Signups are on our website Announcements page.

https://alcto.org/announcements/

Our Country Spirit service is 6 PM 
Saturdays, traditional worship is at 9:30 AM 
Sundays and worship with Praise Alive is on 

Sundays at 11 AM.  
Go to our website to see livestreams, 

https://alcto.org/ascension-lutheran-church-livestream/
or watch on our Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/ascensionlutheranto 
You do not have to have a Facebook account to view 

the livestreams. You will need a Facebook 
account to join in with comments and “likes,” etc. 

Questions or troubleshooting needs? 
Call or text (818) 621-3542.

Getting Back to 
(Near) Normal

Transitioning back to the world as it was  before the 
pandemic is a gradual process. Here in church, last week-
end we returned to having communion during worship -- a 
very welcome event. This weekend, at the 9:30 service on 
Sunday, we have Margaret Ricci back at the organ, 
playing the mighty 
instrument “live” rather 
than prerecording her 
music. We have a lay 
reader as well. 

You will see more 
returns to normal later 
in the month. We will 
have singers, and soon, there will be an announcement 
about the resumption of in-person worship at 11 o’clock 
Sundays in addition to livestreaming. 

Sunday school is back in person (as well as online). Parents, 
please note: There are now single-use worship bags and 
bulletins. See story next page.

A few days ago, Pastor Steve, Norm Guetschoff and 
Barbara Krum did their first Christian Life Hour since the 
COVID lockdown made visits to seniors’ homes impossible.

As with many facets of life, we find some things from these 
past months’ worth keeping: the growth in participation in 
small groups, and the availability of livestream worship for 
members and friends who are far away as well as close by, 
for two examples. 

Still, there is no substitute for the joy of reconnecting in 
person for fellowship and worship. And celebrations. Be 
sure to sign up to RSVP for the Grand Opening Event for 
our new Early Childhood Center June 5, from 5 PM to 7 
PM.

https://tinyurl.com/ECCOpening



COVID-Safe Children’s Worship Bags 
and Children’s Bulletins!
Did you know we now have single use, COVID-safe Children’s Worship Bags available at all our services?  Single use 
doesn’t mean you throw them away after the service, but rather that you take them home and get to continue to 
enjoy these items at home!  

And did you notice I said Worship Bags, and not Busy Bags?  The 
name change a few years ago reflects our philosophy around 
what we want children to be doing if they’re in worship.  If 
there is truly no way to engage children in worship, then the 
only option would be to just keep kids busy with anything you 
can.  But that’s not what we believe!  Kristi Haar has worked so 
hard on filling these bags with faith-based items that correlate 
to the church season that we’re in and can therefore help kids 
engage with similar themes.  The Easter bags have things like 
“New Life Seeds” and a “Caterpillar to Butterfly Craft,” and even 
simple things like a resurrection activity book and stickers!

We also have children’s worship bulletins available again, both 
for pre-readers and for readers.  And these follow the same 
philosophy as what I’ve shared above—they aren’t just to keep 

kids busy, but are aimed at helping them engage in the service.  This week’s 
Reader Bulletin, for example, asks children to answer questions like:  How many 
musical instruments did you hear today?  What colors is the pastor wearing?  
What color is the cloth on the altar or table?  How many candles are lit?  It’s all 
aimed at helping kids pay attention to worship and begin to make connections on 
their own level.  

Both the worship bags and bulletins are located on the check-in table—if you 
don’t see them, just ask the person checking temperatures and they’ll be sure to 

help you!  And if you’re staying away from in-person worship because you’re wondering how your child will do, I’d 
encourage you to try coming back and grabbing these great resources.  For me personally, and I think for many oth-
ers, it is such a joy to have children in worship.  

To those without little ones with them in worship:  a reminder that kind words and smiles go far.  Families who have 
young children in worship are often stressed out about whether they’re really welcome, especially if their kids move 
and make noise, as kids do (God made them that way!)!  So, I have a challenge for you: Next time you see a child in 
worship, what would it look like for you to go out of your way to share a word of welcome or 
encouragement, and ensure that that family knows that they are truly welcome at Ascension?  If you find yourself 

doing this, please share your stories with me!

And if you grab a worship bag or bulletin, I’d love to hear about that too!  Can’t wait to see you in 
worship!   

Pastor Julie



Vacation Bible School is Coming -- Can You Lend a Hand?
     We still need many youth and adult volunteers for this year’s Vacation 
Bible School. Dates are June 21-25, 2021 9 AM-11:30 AM. Find the 
volunteer signup at vbspro.events/p/ascensionvbs2021
     At Treasured VBS, kids will discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t 
diamonds, gems, or gold – it’s them! Kids participate in memorable Bible-
learning activities, sing catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make 
and devour yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, 
collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, and test out 
Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all summer long. 
Signups are here: 
vbspro.events/p/ascensionvbs2021
     Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence of God all around them through 
something called God Sightings. Each day concludes with the Closing Quest 
that gets everyone involved in living what they’ve learned. 
     Kids at Treasured VBS will learn about a mission project effort together and support it with their offerings. 
     * We will have both in-person and online VBS this summer. In-Person VBS is for kids ages 4 through those entering 6th 
grade. Virtual VBS signup is here: 
https://alcto.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/ddf88cb5-2993-43ca-9914-8bc88fe6d7ad

Ascension Lutheran School’s Spring Auction/Open House was a fun and successful event! Thanks go out to all who made 
it so, especially those who got dunked in the dunk tank! It was a wonderful time to be together in community. Also, a 
special thanks for all who attended and participated in the online bidding. Kudos, Sara Wallace and team!

Principal Ash, 
a good sport



 I N  N E E D  O F  P R A Y E R
A name is added to this list only with the permission of the person or the person’s family.

Connor Braaten, USMC
Scott Clark, U.S. Navy
LCpL. Alexander Daley 
Cody Davidson, US Army
Tim David, U.S. Army
CPT Kyle Farmer, US Army

Prayers for safekeeping for those on the front lines 
   of the pandemic:
Dr. Summer Baird, who is working in hospital ICU in 
   Santa Barbara
Kathleen Mullen’s niece, Nora Cialkowski, who is an 
   ICU nurse in Chicago working with COVID-19 patients
Joyce Nenne, nursing manager at Los Robles Hospital
Jennifur Schneider Nahan and Josh Nahan, first 
   responders in the San Diego area
Lucy Peterson’s daughter, Jill, a nurse in the San Diego 
   area
Lucy Peterson’s grandson, Anthony, a nursing assistant 
   at  a convalescent home in the San Diego area
Rich and Carlene Shultz’s granddaughter, Marissa Kaul 
   R.N., who is in Arizona

Lara Abounayan
Esme Ash
Kyle Ayers
Maria Bartush
Gloria Benfatto
Melanie Buto
Matthew Borzone
Mary Cartrett
Dominic Cavaliere
David Corra
The Crockett Family
Patrick Curran
John Ernst
Dennis Gillette
Keira Graves
Lynette Grulke
Malia Hassenbein
Penny Hunter
Caleigh Jensen
Bob Kielhorn
Jack Koenig
Barbara Krum
Tim Ledbetter
Henry Leland
Dennis Limkemann
Shannon Lomeli

Grace Lugo
Judy Marshall
Ralph May
Sue May
Marilyn Meyer
Shirley Meyer
Verlon Meyer
Bill Munn
Helen Nenne 
Paul and Betty Olson
Edith Ott
Laurie Peyton
Lois Phillips
Ellie Ramseth
Karen Reeves
Mike Ricci
Dave Rosinbum
Shari Saucerman
Dorothy Scholz
Carlene Schultz
Arnold Schwarz
Grace Sica
Pete Swavely
Jan Timmons
Taty Valladares

Continuing prayers for:

Prayers for our local partners in ministry:
Harbor House
Friday ministry with those who are homeless
Conejo Elementary Tutoring
Our Friday Food Pantry and Project Response
Habitat for Humanity
CASA of Ventura County
United Way of Ventura County
Lutheran Social Services
Jail Ministry
Blood drives
Manna
Many Mansions
Pi House
Women’s Interfaith Network
Caring Ones
(To learn more, ask our Community Concerns Team.)

Prayers for safekeeping:
Jack Ingles, USMC
ET1 Patrick Maccarone, USN
Jake Marshall, USMC
Scott Mochatel, USCG 
LCJG Caroline Truesdell, 
   USCG 

Prayers of comfort for:
Linda Klein, Margo Dameron’s sister-in-law, and family 
   on the death of Linda’s brother, Steve Dirlam

Prayers of healing for:
Debi Bing, for recovery from difficult surgery and illness
Lisa Figueroa’s father, Francis Reiter, in the hospital due 
   to a fall and an infection  
Krissy (Jauregui) Swaney’s husband, Josh, who has 
   severe COVID-19



Happy 35th Birthday Equal Exchange 
Equal Exchange was born on May 1st 1986 with the first shipment of coffee from small farmers in Nicaragua. 
The founders believed in fairness to farmers and the importance of relationships between food producers and 
food shoppers. Equal Exchange regards farmers as partners, not just commodity suppliers. The vision for Equal 
Exchange embraced these principles:  

•	 Social change to help farmers/families gain more control over their economic futures.
•	 Educate consumers about trade issues affecting farmers.
•	 Be a provider of high-quality foods that would nourish the body and the soul.
•	 Be a company controlled by the people who did the actual work.
•	 Develop a community of dedicated individuals who believed that honesty, respect, and mutual benefit 

are integral to any worthwhile endeavor.

In 1996, Equal Exchange joined with Lutheran World Relief in a collaboration that is now the Equal Exchange In-
terfaith Program.  Our Ascension Community joined the Interfaith Program and started purchasing Fairly Traded 
products in 2002.  For 2020, our purchases of products from Equal Exchange ranked us #14 nationally among 
all of the other organizations in the Interfaith Program and #2 among all of the participating Lutheran churches 
nationally.

We look forward to continued partnership with Equal Exchange as they keep working to align values of justice 
and human dignity with commerce and foster direct relationships with family farmers near and far. We are very 
happy that we can enjoy Equal Exchange almonds from California, pecans from Georgia and most recently, ched-
dar cheese from Wisconsin! 

Thank You Ascension Fair Traders for your support of Ascension’s Fair Trade Ministry!  The next opportunity to 
order Fair Trade coffee, tea, snacks & chocolate will be in June.  We have a few items in our Fair Trade cupboard 
following the April orders – send a note to us at  fairtrade@alcto.org - if we have what you’re looking for, we’ll 
find a way to get it to you. 

Ascension’s Fair Trade Ministry 

mailto:fairtrade@alcto.org


We are in need of three more people to count our 
offerings. Each team of two counts once every six weeks. 
Email pastorsteve@alcto.org for more info. 

Counting offerings is easier these days with so many more 
people giving their offerings online. That percentage used 
to be around 40%. Now it is up to 60% of all offerings given 
online. 

Thank you for your faithful and consistent giving for minis-
tries near and far.

Attention Graduates: 

   Ascension and the Southwest CA Synod 
   Would Like to Celebrate YOU!
As we approach the end of this school year, our church and the Southwest California Synod would like to celebrate the 
accomplishments of our 5th, 8th, 12th Grade(s), and college graduates. On Sunday, June 13th, the Synod will have a 
virtual youth-led worship. If you are or have a graduate that you would like to be featured in the Synod slideshow and 
our Ascension tribute, please fill out this form http://bit.ly/SynodGradForm.  (If for any reason you wish to confine your 
information and photos to the Ascension audience, you may send to Ssmith@alcto.org.)

Please fill this out as soon as possible as we need all materials 
located in the form to be turned in by May 21st.

Fair Trade: A Diverse Global Network and 
Movement of Shoppers, Advocates and Organizations 

putting People  and Planet First

Use this link to browse and
shop:

serrv.org?a=ALCTOFAIR

20% of your online order today will be
donated  to Lutheran Disaster Response

 

Ascension



RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/ECCOpening



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

Weekly live-streamed worship
Saturday 6 pm Country
Sunday 9:30 am Traditional
11 am Contemporary

Pastoral Care Emergency 
Line (320) 322-1945

FISCAL YEAR-T0-DATE OFFERINGS            
 Through May 2, 2021 (week 44 of 52)

 Budgeted: $1,135,060     Received:  $1,154,983     Surplus/(Shortage): $19,923

 Attendance - weekend services, online views of one minute+ 

   Online     In-person  
May 1-2  284    125
April 24-25  266    123
April 17-18  258    106
April 10-11  262      93


