
Calling All Writers! 

   Contributors Wanted for 2021 Advent Devotional 
Writers and anyone with a bent for writing, you’re invited  to 
contribute to this year’s Advent Devotional. You’ll recall that each 
year, students from Ascension Lutheran School provide the 
artwork and members provide devotions for the booklet, edited 
by Dan Lareva, that has been a special part of the season here 
for many years. It’s a welcome way to share Advent together and 
set our minds each day on the reason for the season.  

Here are the scripture selections for this year. (Be sure to check 
whether a selection has already been taken and sign up before 
writing.) Questions? SSmith@alcto.org.  

 
2021 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL  
 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
Jeremiah 33:14 – 16 
“ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the gracious promise I made to the house of 
Israel and to the house of Judah.  In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout 
from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land.  In those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will live in safety.  This is the name by which it will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.’ ” 
 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
2 Peter 3:5 – 8 
But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed and the earth was formed 
out of water and by water.  By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed.  By 
the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men.  But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 
 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
Romans 10:11 – 13 
As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile – the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 



 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
Luke 11:29 – 30, 32 
As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation.  It asks for a miraculous sign, but none 
will be given it except the sign of Jonah.  For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of 
Man be to this generation.  The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.” 
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2 
Philippians 1:15 – 18a 
It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill.  The latter do so in 
love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  The former preach Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.  But what 
does it matter?  The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is 
preached. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 
Luke 1:76 – 79 
“And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to 
prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their 
sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to 
shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 
 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 
Malachi 4:1 – 2 
“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace.  All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 
and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty.  “Not a root or a branch will be 
left to them.  But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its 
wings.  And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall.” 
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 
Philippians 1:9 – 11 
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so 
that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled 
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God. 
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Isaiah 40:1 – 4 



Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her 
hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.  A voice of one calling: “In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill 
made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.” 
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
2 Peter 1:5 – 8 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and 
to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Luke 7:20 – 22 
When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who 
was to come, or should we expect someone else?’ ”  At that very time Jesus cured many who had 
diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind.  So he replied to the 
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
preached to the poor.” 
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9 
But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 
your love for us – see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich. 
 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
Isaiah 12:2 – 4 
“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my 
song; he has become my salvation.”  With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  In that 
day you will say: “Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has 
done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.” 
 



 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 
Luke 1:63 – 66 
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.”  
Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. 
The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking 
about all these things. 
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12   Phil Schmitz 
Zephaniah 3:16 -17 
On that day they will say to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands hang limp.  The Lord 
your God is with you, he is mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his 
love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” 
 
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Hebrews 13:15 – 16 
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that 
confess his name.  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased. 
 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Isaiah 9:2 - 3  
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 
death a light has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you 
as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
Micah 4:10 – 12 
Writhe in agony, O Daughter of Zion, like a woman in labor, for now you must leave the city to camp in 
the open field.  You will go to Babylon; there you will be rescued.  There the Lord will redeem you out of 
the hand of your enemies.  But now many nations are gathered against you.  They say, “Let her be 
defiled, let our eyes gloat over Zion!”  But they do not know the thoughts of the Lord; they do not 
understand his plan, he who gathers them like sheaves to the threshing floor. 
 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Jeremiah 31:31, 33 – 34 
“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah.  This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” 



declares the Lord.  “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and 
they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord.  “For I 
will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Hebrews 10:34 – 37 
You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because 
you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.  So do not throw away your 
confidence; it will be richly rewarded.  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of 
God, you will receive what he has promised.  For in just a very little while, “He who is coming will come 
and will not delay.” 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
Luke 13:34 – 35 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
Look, your house is left to you desolate.  I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 
 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Micah 5:2 – 4 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  Therefore 
Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his brothers 
return to join the Israelites.  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to 
the ends of the earth. 
 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Colossians 1:15 – 18 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities: 
all things were created by him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, 
so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
 
 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Romans 8:26 – 28 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in out weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with 
God’s will.  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22 
Ephesians 2:13 – 16 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.  His 
purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body 
to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 
 
 
 
 

 


