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§

6 PM Saturdays is our Country Spirit service.
Traditional worship is at 9:00 AM 

Sundays through summer.
Worship with Praise Alive is on Sundays at 11 AM.  

Go to our website to see livestreams, 
https://alcto.org

or watch on our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/ascensionlutheranto 

We pray that you may once again meet the 
Risen Christ through the Word and 

Sacrament ministry, 
and through the fellowship of this family of 
faith. If you do not have a church home, we 
would like to invite you to worship with our 

Ascension family again.
All people who are baptized and believe in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome 
to receive the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. 
May God bless you in your worship today!

Pastors:  
Tim Delkeskamp, Steve Herder 

& Julie McCain

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
This weekend in our three worship services (in-person and on-
line), we will be focusing on God’s Word from Mark 10:17-21, 
a fascinating text of a conversation between Jesus and a rich 
person. We’ll also hear the profound text of who Jesus is from 
Colossians 1:15-20, perhaps the loftiest passage in Scripture 
on the preeminence of Jesus.  We’ll lift up in prayer the global 
work of Jubilee (www.jubileeusa.org). Please see the article 
inside on how Jubilee is fighting poverty.

Love and blessings in Jesus,
Pastor Steve

Who sits upon the throne of your heart?

Coming Up In Adult Ed 
 

* This Sunday, October 10: Learn about Fair Trade 
and sample Fair Trade chocolate.  

 
* Next Sunday, October 17: Pastor Steve will give brief updates on 
ministries that he works with, and then he and Jim Neumann will 

share about the summer sabbatical spiritual disciplines. 
 

Classes are at 10:10 AM in Founders Hall



Getting to Know Jennifer McCoy, New Director of the ECC
The phrase “God’s perfect timing” springs to mind when it comes to Jennifer McCoy assuming the directorship of Ascen-
sion’s acclaimed Early Childhood Center.

For one thing, after 24 years of teaching at California Lutheran University’s Fredrickson Family Early Childhood Center, “I 
guess I had reached the point where I just wanted to do a little bit more with my time and try a new challenge,” she says.

For another, she recently completed CLU’s Graduate Administration Program in Educational Leadership, which certainly 
enriched her qualifications.

And on a third note, Jenni, who doesn’t appear old enough to have adult children, is a new empty nester. Brittany, her 
younger daughter, “just stated teaching. She’s a first grade teacher in Texas,” she says. “When I was in grad school virtu-
ally, she was at home, student teaching virtually. The two of us were virtually learning together.” (The Fredrickson Family 
ECC closed completely when COVID struck in March 2020, and only recently reopened.)

Brittany’s older sister, Ashley, is based in Texas also. She owns and operates her own marketing firm.

Jenni and her husband Brian, Vice President at the healthcare technology company Toxicology Management Services, 
joined Ascension with their daughters in 1997.

Jenni notes that once things settle down a little, they expect to be using up some airline miles for trips to and from the 
Lone Star State.

For now, it’s a good time to be busy, she acknowledges between phone calls and texts on a harried Tuesday morning.
It seems everyone needs something from the director right away as we speak. We learn that there was a bumped head 
situation in one of the classrooms, but things are okay. Jenny gamely focuses on questions until the next signal from her 
phone.

Did she always want to work in educating and caring for babies and toddlers?

“I always wanted to be a teacher. I pictured myself in elementary school,” she replies. “The way things worked out, I 
ended up in preschool.”

And she is glad to be there. As for what she enjoys about the little ones, she pauses, smiles. “Everything,” she enthuses. 
“How they learn, how they take in their experiences and where they find joy. They’re just fantastic.

“One of biggest adjustments for me right now is that I’m used to being in the classroom with them each day and now I 
have to get used to just popping in from time to time.”

Jenni looks forward to providing more parent education opportunities in the future. Her objective now, though, is “mak-
ing sure that our teachers get the the support they need so they can keep being extraordinary, because they are. They 
know what they’re doing, and that’s what made this transition work.

“There are a lot of extraordinary things going on here,” adds the director, whose past achievements include helping to 
bring the Nature Explore program to CLU’s ECC.

There is a lot of enthusiasm at the ECC for Ms. Jenni as well — no small matter, considering her predecessor, Pam Mus-
burger’s, exceptional tenure there. As Jessica Placas-Hengst puts it, Jenni is “a really wonderful woman and we’re really 
lucky to have her as we do our job — to take care of some of the best people in the world.”

Asked whether she’s getting much sleep these days, Jenni laughs a little. “No, not much,” she admits. “But I know that’s 
temporary.”

We get the sense it’s all going to work out well, in God’s perfect timing.



Welcome Children’s Ministry Director Emma Janzen
Ascension’s new Children’s Ministry Director Emma Janzen brings a lively dose of youthful energy to the job. She is a 
junior at California Lutheran University, due to graduate in 2023. Despite her youth, she brings quite a bit of experience 
working with kids and in ministry to her new post as well.

Emma volunteered at middle school and high school at the Lutheran church she attended in Peoria, Arizona, a suburb of 
Phoenix. In high school, she worked at a day care center. At Cal Lu, she worked with students via the AmeriCorps fellow-
ship program. And she experienced work in a range of areas of ministry including children’s ministry at a summer pro-
gram at a Lutheran church in Dana Point.

While her immediate family is in Arizona, Emma does have relatives who live nearby, in the Pasadena area. As far as ad-
justing to California life, she says she’s loving the weather here “and being so close to the beach is really fun.”

As part of the interview process, Emma says that she and Pastor Julie “had a meeting and talked about the church and all 
the different goals, and talked about my own spirituality.” Then Emma led some faith-filled fun for 4th through 6th grad-
ers at the school. And it must have gone well indeed, for now she is jumping into children’s ministry duties at Ascension 
-- already laying plans for Kids in Christ programming (4th through 6th grade), Sunday School, and will soon start “putting 
together the Christmas program.”

Pastor Julie is excited to have someone on board who loves kids and building relationships, has a good sense of children’s 
ministry, and a deep faith herself.  She’ll be an asset!  In fact, every reference Pastor Julie called was emphatic that we 
would be lucky to have Emma on our team, and we shouldn’t let her get away.  Emma will be at the elementary school 
and ECC and in worship—if you see her, welcome her and start getting to know her!  And of course, pray for her and our 
Children’s Ministry, too!

Brittani Chilers, New Assistant Director, ECC

Brittani Childers has been promoted to Assistant Director of Ascension’s Early Childhood Center. She joined the 
ECC staff this year. Prior to that, she worked in San Diego County as a Supervising Teacher for 5 years, and a 
Program Coordinator and Supervising Teacher in Orange County for 4 years.

Parenting Class with Pastor Julie!
   Oct. 17, 10:10-10:50, in the library: start of a 5-week parenting class
Same time as Sunday School, so bring the kids (those older than 6th grade can help with SS)!  Even if you can’t 
come to worship (at 9 & 11), come for this one hour!
Additional dates will be Oct. 24, Nov. 7, Nov. 14, Dec. 5–Come for one or come for all!
Much of the time will be a chance to discuss and connect with other parents.
Watch for more detailed info. coming soon; email pastorjulie@alcto.org with questions!



Pray, Advocate or Take Action this Jubilee Weekend
Jubilee USA needs our help to lift the voices of the faithful in defense of the world’s most vulnerable. Together, we can 
expand vaccine access across the world, fight climate change and achieve debt relief and increase aid for developing 
countries for pandemic recovery efforts. 

We are joining hundreds of faith communities taking action this month through this drive. Everyone can decide how 
they’d like to participate – from offering a prayer for vaccine distribution or increased aid for developing countries to call-
ing members of Congress, signing a petition, hosting a discussion group or other activities. 

This year is really important. The United Nations estimates that developing nations will lose $12 trillion through 2025 
because they lack vaccines and resources to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. The International Labor Organization 
says 400 million jobs will be wiped out and the IMF asserts the current economic crisis rivals the Great Depression.
As coronavirus wreaks havoc around the globe, we need to make a strong call to bring the world together for a just and 
equitable recovery.

As you are likely aware, Ascension is a Jubilee congregation and our Southwest California Synod is a Jubilee synod. Jubi-
lee has been instrumental in the cancellation of more than $130 billion in debt relief for the world’s poorest countries. 
These are debts often racked up by malign government actors in these countries but left for innocent citizenry to cope 
with. Jubilee follows Jesus’ sermon in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 4:14-21) in reading Isaiah 61 and proclaiming the year of 
the Lord’s favor, the year of -- a year of freedom and debts being cancelled.

GriefShare to Return 
 
Good news! One of Ascension’s most valued ministries, GriefShare, is now returning to weekly 
meetings at Ascension beginning Thursday, October 14 at 1 PM in the Prayer Chapel. 
 
Led by Brenda Heinrich, GriefShare is a support group for those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. Those who attend gain access to valuable GriefShare resources to help them recover 
from loss and look forward to rebuilding their lives. 
 
If you or someone you know 
might benefit from the 
caring and understanding 
of our GriefShare group, 
please join on Thursday. 
If you have questions or 
would like more informa-
tion, please contact Brenda 
Heinrich at 
(805) 279-4235.



Offering and attendace



ECC STAFF 
Donna Adams 
Stacy Andrews 
Blanca Becerra 
Brittani Childers 
Esperanza Cortez 
Laurie D'Alonzo 
Maryann Dib 
Lyn Derla 
Kayla Fromberg 
Shelby Hormell 
Liz Hoskinson 
Arely Kendall 
Susan Lara 
Jen Ledesma 
Nicole Lewis 
Brie Luff 
Grace Ma 
Gina Maass 
Tanya Mathews 
Jenni McCoy 
DeAnna Means 
Jesica Peters 
Jessica Placas 
Karyn Ring 
Ariana Stevenson 
Alex Trundy 
Heather Udell 
Elizabeth Van Mourik 
Diana Villarruel 
Josie Zapata 

Prayers for One Ascension Leadership 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 4:2  
“In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord   

Jesus Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love 
that you have for all the saints.” 

Colossians 1:3-4 

LEADERSHIP 
Church Council 
Alan Baker 
Louise Evenson 
Ed Klodt 
Carrie Leonard 
Mike Marvin 
Debra Papageorge 
Pete Swavely 
 
School Board 
Tracey Carrington 
Nichole Cook 
Naomi Little 
Staci Reneé H. 
Paul Hoffmeier 
Ricky Pfeifer 
Ashley Steere 
Yvonne Waters  
 
Foundation 
Alan Baker 
Stefano Borzone 
Anita Cohen 
Paul Evenson 
Sandra Howe 
Eric Harrison 
Lori Hillman 
Nina Mattera 
Doug Morrow 
Norb Rud 
Kris Swavely  
Don Weeks 

CHURCH STAFF 
Stacy Bosco 
Jude Delkeskamp 
Pastor Tim Delkeskamp 
Jean Gravrock 
Pastor Paul Gravrock 
Jacob Halvorson 
Malia Hassenbein 
Mara Hassenbein 
Jeff Hengst 
Pastor Steve Herder 
Tim Hillman 
Paul Jankovskis 
Emma Janzen 
Cody Knapp 
Diane Kusnierek 
Christi Labrenz 
Nancy  Lee 
Camden Lorentson 
Pastor Julie McCain 
Lan Merrill 
Wyant Morton 
Sydney Newmark 
Margaret Ricci 
Cameron Ruggiero 
Kaylee Searway 
Aidyn Searway 
Christian Teufel 
Sara Wallace 
Ashley Weber 

TK– 6 ELEMENTARY 
STAFF 
Maria Ackerman 
Connie Angress 
Corinne Angress 
Nathan Ash 
Ashley Babich 
Elizabeth Bonilla 
Mary Bordokas 
Monica Bryant 
Danika Bursvold 
Pastor Chamie Delkeskamp 
Jennifer Farrell 
Spencer Gottmer 
Heather Hartson 
Sohee Kim 
Teri Maass 
Lia McMorrow 
Devin Milligan 
Charlotte Mirada 
Christine Mohler 
Stephanie Pagano 
Kendra Saunders 
Carolyn Shields 
Sara Wallace 
Ryan Weber 

CONTRACTED  
Cleaning Staff from Millennium: Columba, Ady and Alex 
Landscape Staff from Malibu Landscape: Efrain, Jose, Manuel 
                                                                                                Updated 10-5-21 



 I N  N E E D  O F  P R A Y E R
A name is added to this list only with the permission of the person or the person’s family.

Connor Braaten, USMC
Scott Clark, U.S. Navy
LCpL. Alexander Daley 
Cody Davidson, US Army
Tim David, U.S. Army

Lara Abounayan
Kyle Ayers
Karen Barrows
Maria Bartush
The Bauer Family
Addie Behm
Gloria Benfatto
Debi Bing
Dominick Bosco
Skip Brenner
Mary Cartrett
Dominic Cavaliere
David Corra
Helen Cox
Linda Crabill
Diana Doerfler
John Ernst
Becky and Al France
Jane Ganske
Dennis Gillette
Malia Hassenbein
Penny Hunter
Bob Kielhorn

Dr. Allen Leland
Henry Leland
Grace Lugo
Judy Marshall
Sue May
Sandi Meyer
Shirley Meyer
Verlon Meyer
Bill Munn
Helen Nenne 
Paul and Betty Olson
Laurie Peyton
Lois Phillips
Mike Ricci
Dave Rosinbum
Pastor David Palma-Ruwe
Dorothy Scholz
Barb Schornstein
Arnold Schwarz
Jan Timmons
Paul and Anne Urlie
Taty Valladares
Todd Wallace

Continuing prayers for:

Prayers for safekeeping:
Jack Ingles, USMC
ET1 Patrick Maccarone, USN
Jake Marshall, USMC
Scott Mochatel, USCG 
LCJG Caroline Truesdell, USCG 

Prayers of comfort for:
Cori Hengst and family on the death of her 
   grandmother, Lilia Fortuna
Debbie Schaeffer, on the death of her father

Prayers of healing for:
Brandt and Margy Oschner’s grandson Brandt, who is 
   awaiting a heart transpant
Kris and Peter Swavely’s brother-in-law John, 
   hospitalized in Colorado with severe COVID, and for his 
   wife Lisa, Kris’ sister, who also has COVID

Prayers for our congregations in the ELCA, Southwest CA 
    Synod
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and staff 
Synod Bishop Brenda Bos 
Our Channel Islands Conference:
New Hope, Agoura Hills
Mt. Cross, Camarillo
Christ, Goleta
King of Glory, Newbury Park
Holy Cross, Ojai
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Oxnard
Our Savior’s, Oxnard
Trinity, Santa Barbara
Emanuel, Santa Paula
Shepherd of the Valley, Simi Valley
Holy Trinity, Thousand Oaks
Trinity, Ventura
(To learn more, ask one of the pastors)

Prayer focus:
The work of Jubilee, that God guides and 
   blesses the efforts toward equitable treatment 
   and relief from debt, famine and disease, especially 
   COVID, for the world’s most vulnerable populations



 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
Psalm 90:12-17
Colossians 1:15-23
Mark 10:17-31

Isaiah 53:4-12 
Psalm 91:9-16 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Mark: 10:35-45

Weekly in-person and live-streamed worship
Saturday 6 pm Country
Sunday 9:00 am Traditional
11 am Contemporary

Pastors’ Days off:
Pastor Tim, Pastor Julie - Fridays
Pastor Steve - Thursdays
Office: (805) 495-0406 • ALCTO.org

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS on Sunday reminded us of the blessing animals 
are to us!


