




Church Council Report – Pastor Steve Herder – March 9, 2022 

 

All of us are praying for peace in Ukraine 

and many people have been asking “What can we 

do to help?” We are giving financial gifts through 

Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Immigration & 

Refugee Service, and Lutheran Disaster 

Response. Yesterday Eric at Jubilee published an 

editorial in Barron’s for the need to reduce/cancel 

Ukraine’s ninety-four billion dollars of debt. I’ll 

attach that excellent article after this report. 

Some of you have asked us to hold a prayer vigil for the people of Ukraine. We will 

do that on Tuesday, March 15, at 6:00pm. We have also been brainstorming on other prayer 

times with Pastors Scott at New Hope and Pastor Julie Morris in Camarillo. We pray for 

peace to come soon, but as with any crisis, near or far, we will gather for prayer as needed! 

Last weekend in my sermon on Luke 4 I did open by talking about our responses to 

the war in Ukraine. My next sermon will be April 2-3 on Philippians chapter 3. With the 

Monday women’s Bible studies, I’ve enjoyed studying Colossians with them, and recently 

helped them wrestle with the meaning of the difficult verse of Colossians 1:24. Most days 

on Ascension’s Facebook page, I try to share a Bible verse and/or a prayer. 

We thank our Sunday morning teachers this  month: Pastor Paul on hymnody; Naomi 

Mbise from the Lutheran church in Tanzania and a student at Cal Lutheran; leaders from 

Holden Village in Washington; Eric Berg and Pastor Jack; and Ed Klodt! 

We are grieving with Bill Swiontkowski on the death of Cheryll. Her 

service will be on April 2 at 11am, with a reception to follow, led by our 

Lunch Bunch team. The service for Helen Nenne will be at the funeral 

home in Simi Valley on March 19 at 11:00am. Prayers for Joyce and her 

whole family. We will miss these two dear friends and sisters in Christ. 

With this month I’m glad to be able to start the Christian Life Hour 

again at University Village Oak View. Norm Guetschoff, Barbara Krum, 

Jeff and Jan Specks lead 

CLHs at three other places. Thanks to Pastor 

Ron and the Eucharistic Ministers. This past 

month I delivered the 18 gifts to seniors for 

Valentine’s from our school. Those gifts were 

greatly appreciated.  I love being part of any 

birthday celebration for our seniors; this month 

with Micky Johnson’s 95th, and Al Leland’s 97th 

(see photo). We thank Brian Festering 

coordinating SAMs Tram, Beverly David with 

3M, Minor Maintenance Ministries, and Valerie 

Krum with her card ministry. 

 

 

 



Your pastors have helped many in our community and some 

in our congregation with Caring Ones and the Agape Fund which 

has been used more lately than ever. Examples of the last five 

checks/help are: an overdue phone bill; rent help; help for loss of 

work because of hospitalization; car repair; and an urgent care bill. 

Thanks to each of our Friday morning food pantry 

volunteers, to Chris Clark for leading the team (and agreeing to 

continue to serve another term!), to Bob Tokin for purchasing food, 

organizing food including many boxes of food that we received from 

the LDS church. Thanks to Tayna and Barry Disselhorst for leading our Tuesday hot meal 

ministry, and to all the chefs! 

Jeff and Cam finished updating the counting room 

and I donated some art pieces for it! We are in need of more 

counters. Let Tom Fields or me know if you’d like to help. 

Thanks to our Treasurer Mike Marvin for volunteering to do 

that job as well. A shout out to him and to Kaylee for getting 

the recent PPP loan forgiveness app in, and now 

approved!! That is huge! 

Perhaps related to that topic, we have received a request from L.A. downtown ELCA 

congregation Angelica Lutheran to help them do some renovation there. I attach that at the 

end of my report and recommend that we give them a donation. They do many wonderful 

inner-city ministries. Pastor Carlos Paiva used to be the pastor there. Some of you know him 

from our Peru trips. 

Our Global Ministries Team report is included in this council packet. Last month from this 

team you did receive the info on our two newest missionaries, so I won’t repeat that here.  

They are Pastor Kristin Engstrom in Zambia and Pastor Wal Luot Reat in South Sudan! 

Other highlights in that GMT report are about our new web page and bulletin board, LWR 

Kits, Bread for the World, Fair Trade Wine Tasting, fair trade soccer ball gifts to King of Glory 

preschool, the Conejo Interfaith Refugee Team, the Women’s Interfaith Network, and 

brainstorming on connections with New City Parish in L.A.  Keep May 7 on your calendar for 

the Fair Trade Gift Fair in the parking lot behind our ECC. 

With our Synod’s Green Faith Team, we will have a special zoom event at noon on March 

22 for World Water Day. There is also a zoom event for world water day on March 12 from 

the synod up north. 

On Feb. 24 Julie and I traveled to San Dieguito United 

Methodist Church for a Jubilee Southern CA chapter gathering with 

Eric LeCompte speaking. I also met with him the next day in prep 

for some of our Jubilee board work, and Jubilee’s 25th anniversary 

this year. To learn more, go to www.jubileeusa.org.  

 

 

 

http://www.jubileeusa.org/


The weekend of Feb. 

26-27, I represented 

Ascension for the pastors 

in the events of President 

Lori Varlotta’s 

Inauguration at Cal 

Lutheran. Bishop Bos 

had an outstanding 

sermon on Saturday, and 

President Varlotta gave 

an excellent address on Sunday afternoon. I was happy to visit 

with my Wartburg Seminary pastoral care professor, Dr. Herbert Anderson! 

If you were here for the Concordia College Choir, you 

experienced a beautiful concert on the last day of February! 

Julie and I look forward to volunteering with Bowls of Hope 

for Many Mansions at Cal Lutheran on March 20th.  Thanks to 

Colleen McCarthy for her excellent temple talks about 

Ascension’s connections to Many Mansions. 

Last Saturday I participated in the “Walk to Fight Suicide,” 

held at Cal Lutheran also. Pastor Howie and Mary Wennes 

have been leaders of this event and Howie had a beautiful 

opening prayer for the many walkers. It was a very good 

turnout that morning, with many walkers from Newbury Park High School. Thanks to the 

donors who helped me raise over $500. 

Finally, I will share some interesting stats on our Facebook page ministry outreach in 

which we seek to share faith and ministries near and far and build one another up! 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Some personal notes for you…. You’ve been praying for my father’s health. I just learned 

that he will have a stint or two put in. That should help him feel better, we hope and pray. 

He has appreciated the cards and well wishes from many at Ascension. Natalie starts her 

new work as a fashion editor at “Who What Wear” in NYC on March 14. Julie and I had a 

very nice getaway for Presidents’ Day weekend.  

Thank you for your care and prayers for each of our pastors and all staff and families! 

God’s blessings in Jesus, 

Pastor Steve 

 

 

 

 

 





• ECONOMY & POLICY 

Ukraine’s Debts Will Be Debilitating, Unless the 
World Helps 

 
COMMENTARY 
By  

Eric LeCompte 

March 8, 2022 4:00 am ET 
 

The Barron's Daily 

A morning briefing on what you need to know in the day ahead, including exclusive 

commentary from Barron's and MarketWatch writers. 
SIGN UP 

About the author: Eric LeCompte is the executive director of Jubilee USA Network. 
 
The images of families fleeing and the decimation of Ukraine are heartbreaking.  

Not since World War II have we seen a humanitarian crisis in Europe on this scale. Unlike World War 
II, we are witnessing the human suffering in real time as it unfolds on screens and social media. While 
the United Nations reports around 750 civilians have been killed and injured, including children, they 
assert the numbers are likely much, much higher.  
It’s estimated that over 1.7 million people have fled to neighboring countries and more than a million 
people are internally displaced in Ukraine. Across the Eastern European nation, people struggle to 
find diapers, formula, and medicine. In too many places in Ukraine, electricity, water, and basic 
supplies have become inaccessible luxuries. 
The outpouring of global aid in these times of crisis is a sign of hope. The United Nations, 
governments, religious institutions, relief agencies, the private sector, and development and financial 
institutions must continue to send aid to meet the needs of Ukraine’s people throughout the crisis and 
eventual recovery. 
Because of the coronavirus crisis, all countries worldwide already faced severe economic and health 
crises or higher inflation and supply shocks. The Ukraine crisis will cause additional global economic 
shocks. Because of these shocks and because of the Ukraine financial and humanitarian crisis, the 
international community must quickly do more.  
Unfortunately, while there are critical things that must be done, our failure to implement full financial 
crisis solutions limits the scope of the financial crisis response for Ukraine. 

What can be done now to have an impact for Ukraine and its peaceful neighbors?  

Governments and global financial institutions can take action to support Ukraine and to help restore 
some stability to the global financial system.  

While piecemeal, it’s a start. 

Ukraine currently holds $94.7 billion in debt. Ukraine will fail to pay external debts while the 
humanitarian crisis rages on. 

https://www.barrons.com/topics/economy-and-policy?mod=article_flashline
https://www.barrons.com/topics/commentary?mod=article_commentary_tag
https://www.barrons.com/newsletters?sub=462
https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/ukraine-russia-putin-news-03-07-22/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/04/ukraine-russia-casualties-kyiv/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-60555472
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-03-07/over-900-ukrainian-communities-without-power-heat-or-water-supply-ukrainian-official
https://unric.org/en/un-agencies-deliver-humanitarian-aid-in-ukraine/
https://www.barrons.com/articles/from-geopolitics-to-covid-policies-supply-chains-are-still-taking-a-beating-51646090656?refsec=commentary&mod=article_inline
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/ukraine-tapped-lions-share-imf-reserve-allocation-debt-pressures-building-2022-03-03/


The G7 can lead the suspension of Ukraine debt payments. Governments around the world can offer 
debt relief and implement efforts to protect Ukraine from paying private creditor debt. While the Biden 
administration has been heroic in leading financial sanctions on Russia, a Biden executive order 
would help stop a major portion of the $28 billion of the overall private creditor debt payments that is 
registered under U.S. law. This action would follow precedent when George W. Bush halted private 
creditor and oil obligations for Iraq’s recovery. 

Countries around the world, including the U.S., hold about $6.5 billion in debt. According to the World 
Bank, the U.S. holds $790 million in Ukraine debt with somewhere between $1 million and $2 million 
of payments coming due this year. Congress can defer or forgive those debt payments. 
The International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, development banks, and international financial 
institutions must renegotiate their current $22 billion in debt holdings. The IMF holds more than a half 
of that Ukraine debt at $13.4 billion with $2 billion in debt payments owed this year. The IMF says it’s 
not in the business of debt forgiveness, but it can immediately send a strong signal of support by 
restructuring and delaying debt payments to years in the future. Since Ukraine will most likely default 
on these payments, the IMF should act quickly to restructure the payments. 

The crisis worsens in Ukraine and surrounding countries. The World Bank and bilateral donors can 
and need to support the countries taking in the largest level of refugees we’ve seen since the last 
world war. While all of these actions can and must be done, we still deal with the reality that Ukraine’s 
crisis and the pandemic crisis that every country faces reveal a failure to protect people, creditors and 
debtors. 

Major religious leaders, like Pope Francis and his predecessors, call for Jubilee processes to ensure 
all countries can deal with economic, disaster and health crises and have enough to meet basic 
needs. Most countries around the world depend on domestic bankruptcy frameworks to ensure 
economic stability and that debts are resolved in timely, fair, comprehensive and neutral ways to the 
benefit of the debtor and the creditor. And yet, we’ve failed to adequately implement these processes 
in the global financial system. These processes would also protect wealthy countries from economic 
and supply shocks when developing countries are struggling. 
Until we implement robust financial crisis prevention processes and global bankruptcy, we must do 
what we can to provide debt relief and essential economic aid for Ukraine and all developing 
countries during the crisis and during the recovery. 

Guest commentaries like this one are written by authors outside the Barron’s and MarketWatch 
newsroom. They reflect the perspective and opinions of the authors. Submit commentary proposals 
and other feedback to ideas@barrons.com. 
 

https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/ukraine-tapped-lions-share-imf-reserve-allocation-debt-pressures-building-2022-03-03/
https://www.jubileeusa.org/press_features?page=5
mailto:ideas@barrons.com


Pastor Julie Council Report March 2022 

 
A huge thanks to Mike Marvin and Camryn Force for helping at and being friendly church 
faces at our One Ascension movie night (and to Ashley Steere for spearheading).  It was a 
huge success, with 68 people attending and a number of youth service.  Mostly we had 
school families present, but I think we need to do more of these, because there seems to be 
a demand, they are a great chance to connect, and my favorite part is that we are mixing 
ECC and school families and even that some brings friends or family that have never been 
on our campus before.  This is a great back door opportunity for families to began to get a 
sense as to what One Ascension has to offer! 
 And in the spirit of One Ascension, all of our children and youth ministries have 
been planting seeds with Pastor Chamie in the last two weeks.  I have significantly 
increased the amount of time I am spending at the school, including drop-off, recess, and 
lunch. 
 I taught a 3rd grade milestone class and invited parents or other significant adults to 
join their 3rd graders as a part of the regular school day.  We had 13/20 adults attend!  This 
is fantastic and a much higher number than I’ve seen in the past when I am asking parents 
to be available mid-day.  We also had a number of families join us to celebrate the 4th grade 
milestone in worship.   
 Meeting with teachers for coffee has been rich time that has opened up new 
opportunities.  After having coffee with Ms. Bonilla, we were texting back and forth about 
when I might come to her class.  She ended up asking me to come to her class to speak 
about Ash Wednesday, and then when she told Ms. Pagano about it, I ended up going to that 
class as well.   
 Two brief stories from engaging with the school that perhaps encapsulate part of 
why the school is a big part of the church’s mission as well as what the school calls the 
“Ascension Advantage.”   In Ms. Bonilla’s class, I was talking about the ashes as a reminder 
that Jesus loves us no matter what.  As I showed the kids the ashes and how much of a mess 
they make just on my fingers, I asked them if Jesus would still love me if I dumped the ashes 
all over the rug, or even if I dumped the ashes all over someone’s head.  They were a little 
shocked that I asked the question and were very emphatic that Jesus would love me NO 
MATTER WHAT.  Isn’t that what we want all our kids to know?   



 In the 3rd grade milestone class, we talk a lot about prayer.  I was so impressed at 
how emphatic they were that you can pray all the time with very simple words, and God 
hears you no matter what.  I think every child in that class KNEW that.  Isn’t that what we 
want our kids to know?   

Plans are in the works for VBS, which is the week of July 11.  We are in need of lots 
of volunteers—please consider it! 
 During our last council meeting, I got the pleasure of taking our Confirmation 
students to Poverty Encounter, in Sylmar, and they were immersed in what poverty is like 
for children in different countries.  It was a rich experience for them!  We are also working 
now on faith statements for 8th graders! 
 Our once a month extra fun Sunday School experiment was a wild success—we had 
16 in Sunday School that day (many from the school, after I invited them in chapel to come 
make slime with us on Sunday), which is more than we’ve had in Sunday School since we 
came back from the pandemic.  We are now brainstorming and working on how to 
capitalize on that success—currently the plan is to have an extra fun Sunday School once a 
month, which we’ll advertise in a big way to school and church families.   
 We are building the One Ascension bridge! 
  


