




Church Council Report – Pastor Steve Herder – June 1, 2022 

 

There was much to celebrate, and thank God for, in the 

month of May with many ministries, and there were times 

of great lament with the war in Ukraine, and tragedies 

across our country, including in Buffalo and Uvalde. 

One highlight for me was the joy of baptizing Jackson 

Winfrey on May 15th. His parents are two friends of ours, 

Shane and Ryan, as are Jackson’s grandparents here, Jim 

and Kim Overton. The photo on the left is from Jackson’s 

first day in worship on May 8th. 

 

Our school had a number of special times that I enjoyed: The May 13th musical “Miss Nelson 

Is Missing”; chapel times on Wednesdays; each Friday morning singing with everyone at our 

ECC; some Monday mornings singing with our TK-4th graders; the May 25th Open House 

and went to each classroom to thank the teachers and followed up with a Facebook post 

about the evening. In the photo on the left, Principal Rich welcomes all and leads in prayer. 

 

  

 

  

https://www.alschool.org/


Our Sunday morning classes this past month included Rev. Dr. Julia Fogg from Cal 

Lutheran, Dr. Arto Kallioniemi from the Univ. of Helsinki, Pastor Chamie and Kristine Werner. 

Our Monday Morning Women’s Bible Studies finished our year, studying Colossians. We 

had a leadership meeting on May 16th and were pleased to choose the Gospel of Luke for 

next year’s study, and the following year to do Luke’s second volume, the book of Acts. We 

thank each of our study leaders for all their hard work and prayers. 

We thank Brian Festerling who concluded his six years of 

coordinating our SAMs Tram ministry and are happy that he’ll 

continue as one our drivers. Bob Tokin has volunteered to continue 

the leadership and we greatly appreciate that. We are working on 

getting a new email address, that ends with alcto.org, so watch for 

that new info to come. Thanks also to our Food Pantry volunteers. 

Here’s a generosity story from our Senior Adult Ministries Team. 

Norm Guetschoff, Jeff Specks and Barbara Krum lead the Christian 

Life Hour at Sage Mountain senior living twice a month. Last week 

one of the residents (not a church member; we have two there, Lois Phillips and Suzie 

Bothke) gave a gift of $300 to Ascension, in appreciation of our bringing worship to this place 

each month! We thank Norm for leading CLHs also at Atria Grand Oaks and Royal Oaks 

Inn. Thanks too to Barbara Krum for her dozens of calls and visits each month, and to Jeff 

for helping me lead a CLH at U.V. Oak View, and Brenda Heinrich for leading GriefShare. 

On May 7th we hosted our first Fair Trade Gift Fair! The event 

in the back parking lot from 10:00 to 2:00 was a lot of fun, with 

a great group of vendors, plus our Ascension fair trade sales 

too. A huge thanks to Carol Bjelland, our GMT, our staff and 

many volunteers for putting this together. Then most of you 

saw the video of it by our Generosity Team, wonderfully 

produced and edited by Mark Foreman. That was fantastic 

story telling about this generous ministry for our community 

and our global partners.  https://alcto.org/fair-trade/  

This month included home/hospital visits with Sue May, Bill Swiontkowski, Les and Mildred 

Johnson, Skip Brenner, Verlon and Shirley Meyer, Michelle Mercurio, Brandt and Margie 

Ochsner, Bill Munn, Lois Phillips, Marilyn Castan, Doris Christensen, Paul and Louise 

Evenson, Howie and Mary Wennes, and a friend at a Many Mansions apartment. 

Below are some quick highlights of the month of May by 

dates. 

May 10-12 – Louise Evenson invited me to three zoom 

meetings with Lutheran World Relief for a virtual trip to 

Peru, to receive updates on the ministries. One surprise 

was that the staff member in Lima, Jorge Huapaya, was 

wearing the Ascension Mission Peru sweatshirt that we 

gave him in 2018! (You see part of the word “Apredemos!”) 

May 12 – led the prayers for peace in Ukraine, at Cal Lutheran, at the Peace Pole. 

 

 

 

https://alcto.org/fair-trade/
https://lwr.org/
https://alcto.org/peru/


May 14 – participated in the blessing of the bikes at Holy Trinity Lutheran, with my e-bike. 

May 16 – our Stephen Ministry group discussed “The Old Testament and Christian 

Caregiving.” 

May 16 – our GMT received a check for $3,332 from the Ozzie and Louise Peterson 

endowment fund at Thrivent Charitable. They desiginated yearly gifts for Ascension’s global 

mission trips and work. 

May 20 – listened to the speeches of friends Pastors Bob Mooney and Dave Nagler at the 

Pacifica Synod assembly. Dave is the bishop-elect. Pray for all three synods in CA. 

May 21-22  - enjoyed preaching on John 14:26, the Holy Spirit as our Advocate and our 

Teacher. This was at the 6:00pm and 11:00am services. 

May 22 – the Affirmation of Baptism 9:00am service for our 8th graders was outstanding! 

Thanks Pastor Julie and each of the worship leaders. 

May 22 – celebrated 15 years of being a pastor here! 

May 24 – with our staff, trained by Di Starzak in the “Stop the Bleed” class. 

May 25 – our Green Faith Team met, led by Kristine Werner. 

We talked about the goals of having better recyling and trash 

containers that are the same across our whole campus, of 

having two more refillable water stations, one in Pederson 

Hall, and perhaps at our ECC? Pastor Chamie described the 

various teams working the Oasis current work and future 

possibilities, that we be a church and school, not with a 

garden, but in a garden. 

May 26 – the local team for the International Luther 

Congress at Cal Lutheran, Aug. 14-19, met on zoom. 

May 26 – Eloise Cohen, leader of our GMT, spoke on the 

immigration process, at an interfaith event in Simi Valley. 

Thanks to Linda Morrow for leading our Email Prayer Team. 

God’s love and blessings in Jesus,  

Pastor Steve 

 

 

 

  

https://www.stephenministries.org/default.cfm
https://www.thriventcharitable.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2XIq7-ZeQWn4lJzgc4ZaFw
https://alcto.org/links-to-past-livestream-services-2/
https://www.stopthebleed.org/training/
https://alcto.org/garden/
https://alcto.org/garden/
https://www.callutheran.edu/mission-identity/luther-congress-2022/
https://www.callutheran.edu/mission-identity/luther-congress-2022/
https://alcto.org/prayer-ministry/


Pastor Julie Council Report June 2022 
Baby Book Group and Park Playdates continue to have good energy behind them.  I 

now have about 24 people on my email list that I email each time we have these (meaning 
they’ve attended at least one, and for some Baby Book Group is the draw that brings them 
to church.  We have also just updated CYF brochures to include information on both of 
these ministries.  At Baby Book group we seem to consistently have 4 or 5 families, but they 
are 4 or 5 different families each time.  Park playdates often have 6-10 families.  Because I 
don’t know the faces of all the ECC families, I’ve now gotten bold enough to just ask 
everyone who enters the park if they’re from Ascension.  This has actually led to some great 
conversations with random people who aren’t from Ascension, as they ask questions about 
our school and ECC. 

This month, at the ECC, I was a part of both mom’s nights, all orientations, and 
attended graduation as well.  It feels good to now be able to offer something specific to ECC 
families—not just “come to church.”  The ask has changed now.  Now, when I stood up at 
orientation to invite families to join us for Baby Book Group, I held up the book Everywhere 
I Go, God is With Me, and showed them that this month’s book is about an endearing whale 
named Bubba, who learns that God is with him everywhere he goes.  That very week I had a 
park playdate, and 3 of the families who attended came because I had just invited them at 
their orientations.  I am seeing immediate results of some of my work now, and it feels 
good. 

I am working hard on Sunday School.  We have had low numbers for some time now, 
we need to do something different.  I have a person who is going to work with me on a few 
things that will hopefully help increase engagement in Sunday School: 1)  making Sunday 
School more hands-on.  2)  Curriculum mapping.  We will map out the activities for the 
whole year.  This will allow me to advertise in a much more functional way.  3)  Once we 
have curriculum mapped, then we will have all supplies ready for teachers, so that they are 
set up for success.   

Ashley Steere and I met with Mr. Gregory around a classroom buddies program that 
would allow church members to partner with a specific classroom to build relationships 
with kids there.  He is wisely working on sharing this idea with his faculty and parents 
prior to taking the next step.  We are excited about the possibility of building a structure 
that would enable us more church members to help in building the bridge between church 
and school, and also excited about the idea of school kids having extra friendly faces at 
church.  

VBS is quickly approaching and we are still looking for lots of volunteers to help!   
Confirmation was a great success.  It was also a lot of work; I was acutely aware of 

the fact that I was without an Addie, because instead of sharing all the work of prepping for 
Confirmation with her, I did it mostly on my own.  We had 12 students confirmed, each of 
them writing parts of the Confirmation service and also leading parts of it.  I was proud of 
each of them and the hard work they have put in.  During the Confirmation practice, the 
Confirmation students were so excited about leading worship that some of them were even 
arguing over who might be able to service communion!  Now we are adding them to the 
regular rotation for communion and they are very excited about it.  I heard positive 
feedback from many adults that they were blessed by the service.   

That Sunday night, the Confirmation students were invited to Senior Luther League.  
Only 2 were able to attend, because many were still celebrating their Confirmation.  But 



with just 2 new students, we had 17 students at Bible Study—this is the most we’ve had 
since Addie got sick last spring, and represents a new energy in our youth group.  I was 
energized and excited by this! 

I was grateful this month to complete my certification in Spiritual Direction as I 
went to South Carolina for an intensive class.  Thank you for your support of your pastors 
as we do our continuing education! 


